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Vattene in pace alma beata & bella! 
Vattene in pace a la ſuperna ſede, 
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* - which cannot be overcome by any trials 
or any ſufferings, It conſiſts not in being in- 
ſenſible of them, for there is no real fortitude 


1 


we ought to do in every different ſituation in 
life, in every change that can affect our out- 
ward circumſtances, or our inward: feelings. 
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Vol. II. „„ There 
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» |; On Fortitude. 


" There is à kind” of Fortitude which pro- 
ceeds from natural conſtitution: ſome are leſs 
affected by trials than others; ; and ſome, from 
ſtrong health and ſpirits; are able to g 
through a great deal without ſinking under 


„ 


it. But this can only extend to a certain 
degree. Afflictions 155 come to ſuch a 
height that the moſt inſenſible muſt feel 
them; and then their apparent fortitude is 
overcome, and the ſtrongeſt health and ſpi pirits 
can only reſiſt a little longer than the weak- 
eſt, hey muſt give vay io a ſufficient foie, 
and therefore can never be the fource of true 
and ———— err AUR 10 
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There is deviating of fortitude which 'is 
called forth to action on particular occa- 
ſions, and for a time appears ſuperior to the 
trial, and this may ſometimes be inſpired 
even by motives which are in themſelves 
| boghty 


* 
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On Fortitude. 3 
highly blameable. A point in view; which 


10 Getty! partie? wilt lchible-6"preivh t 
go through ugh what at other times might ap- 


pear inſupportable; but this can önly laſt 
while the moti ve remains in force; and thoſe 
who by this have been rendered equal to 


— dwaho igang} Kaye 


oftem at other times ſunk under the ſmalleſt. 
True fortitude muſt ſpring from Tome prin- 
eiple which is" eonſtant and unchangeable, 


and can om W e 


** attack}: 07 1075017) bas dal, 
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It cannot therefore bs: derived: chk any 


thing in this world! ¶ Naturali firength muſt 


yield to pain and forrow ;—earthly' conſis 
derations can ſupport us no farther than 
their immediate influence extends; pride 
cannot enablebus t bear huniltiations; or 
even thoſe little mortĩfications Which daily 


78 To B 2 | Occur, 


rea 
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occur, when there is no credit to he gained 
by doing ſo; and philoſophy muſt at laſt be 
reduced to nothing more than ſuppreſſing 
complaints, and | making .the, beſt of what ĩt 
cannot cure. Theſe may inſpire a ſtrengt 
which will laſt: for a time a ſtrength which 
may ſerve for certain occaſions, but will fail 
on others, or an appearance of ſtrength to 
conceal our weakneſs. But none of theſe can 
inſpire that... fortitude. which is a conſtant 
invariable diſpoſition of mind, prepared for 
PR. trial, and ſuperior to them all.. This 
can only be derived from a confidence in 
that aſſiſtance, which can never fails from a 
motive for action which is, ſufficient to carry 
us through every trial; and from hopes 
which n in this: Ne * n e 
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<= W he deck et this Grtitude' ies that it 
. makes us ſteadily and conſt „ el 
* 2. great 
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aſſigned, and th ough it may ſuffer, it never 


greateſt affliQtions, but in the daily 


be more ane b. It,enables us 
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great aim we have in view; It. is drawn. 
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afide by no pleaſire, it ſhrinks at no diff 
culty; it f ſinks under no afMiQtion; but r reſo. 
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lutely goes on, whatever, may. be. the path | 
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his 1 virtue is exerciſed not KEE EE in the 


occur- 
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rences of life; 1 if 1 in theſe its trials are 
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not fo painful, y yet et they may perhaps, wal 


JETS 


1t4 1 5 In TY: bo the. 
faults, and,w n eakneſſes . of others, t the ap. 
pointments pA _humiliations hich. all muſt” 


meet vith, and, the numberleſ A little vexa-, 
e * 7 $14 , . . £ 71 2 F 5 8 . 
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tions and inconveniences, which, thou gh L 
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more than we are generally ay aware of. 88 
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It is alſo te by our own weakneſſes 
| : Ny 2 * Ii J& 9412 
and "imperfections ; ; for there is no perſon 


Ti C 41 21 60 1 1 2 — 12 


living who can always 'preferve the ſam 


enen . © AF It 8. 17 
equal ſtate o mind and ip Irits: and 32 

f ent 15 155 4410. 4 931 
no inconſiderable part of true fortirude, 1 bo 


; FT 


419131] *I 1 po 1017 4 - 
avoid giving way to what none can avoic 
* 2 It \{ 


feeling; and to perſevere in acting as we 
ought i in rr different diſpoſition of mind. 


TT. $3 NIT803; JOHN HL IFE) 2 21 1 1 
181, * 101 1 * 1731. BITE 
"This th then en is "the great and diſtinguiſhing 


1 2271 


character of true fortitude ;—That it is con- 


ſtant and invariable, the fam 25 | all t times, 
in all trials, and in all diſpotitions; it de- 


1407. 2311 155 


pends not on the circumſtances in whi ch we 


& 1100 
may be placed, nor on the length 94 of 
MI; DIE 1 SL} 


body or ſpirits which v we may enjoy, b ut it 


enables us to exert all the ſtrength v we polleſs, 
(which i is often muck more than v we are apt 


* Nik 8 


to imagine) i it is ſeated i in the "will, and never 
| Te Fi Tit £5 Bow 
gives way in any inſt 


. Without 
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2 Without this: virtue, rhere can be no de- Es 
pendance on any other. Thoſe who have 
the beſt; inclinations in the world, muſt find 


a time of difficulty;-a time when from the 


oppoſitionſ tliey may meet with) or from 
their own weakneſs, the performance of their 
duty muſt require noi ſmall degret of exer- 
tion: and if they have not fortitude to go on, 
in ſpite of all ſuch; difficulties. their former 
_ diſpoſitions and good alftions-will be or 
little uſe. 201 2 4 646 5 bo $9 has YY 3 7720010 58 90 12 a 
91 doit bmi en en 2 ee e VS: 
The profiles of virtue is indecd often 
attended with applauſe ſufficient to animate 
vanity to aſſume the appearance of it; and 
even where it is pure and geraine, the 
eſteem and affectiqn engaged by it, canhot 
but be highly pleaſing to all, and muſt afford E 
ſome degree of aſſiſtance and ſupport. But 
. are many inſtances in which all theſe 


ſupports 


8 | On Fortitude.” 


ſupports are entirely wanting; and true for- 
titude will enable us to act as we ought to do, 
| without any ſuch aſſiſtance, and even when 
we are ſure that the conſeq u nce of e 
* =p be W e to all cis. — 
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It can VEL not N the want of OA 
probation; but the mortification of being 
ſlighted or blamed, and perſevere, whatever 
may be the conſequence i in regard to this 
world; not from a contempt for the opinions 
of others, for it does not hinder ſuch hu- 
miliations from being felt, but it ſupports 
them with courage and: reſolution, and will 
never endeavour to avoid them by the 
ſlighteſt deviation from the right path, or 
to return them by a diſplay of its ſupe⸗ 
riority, or by giving any degree of pain or 
humiliation to thoſe from whom they came. 
Far from being a ſtern or rugged quality, 
: it 


On" Fortitude, 9 


it is indifpenſably neceſſary to ſupport. that 
gentleneſs” and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition which 
form the charm of ſocial life, and which 
can never be long preſerved by thoſe who 
here Met Wrümae 65 Beer th6'"Rudkidg 
they muſt often meet with from the weak- 
neſſes and inadvertencies, and even from 
the pride and ill temper, of thoſe with whom 
they converſe; ; that ſpirit, (as i it is commonly 
called) which immed iately reſents every tri- 
fling in ihn Jury, and endleavouts to return it, 
is in fact a \ weakniefs, —a proof of not be- 
ing able ito bear hell, True fortitude: can 
= conquer” it; and withour this, no apparent 
gentlerith of character can ever be depended. 
on, ſince it will only laſt till there is' ſuffi. 
cient Provacation to get the better of i it. 5 
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70 the want of is! kind of fortitude, 
muck of the unhappineſs of ſociety is owing. 
A trifle 


| 


10 On Fortitude. 


A trifle gives offence, and is relenteds we 
cannot bear K little mortification, or humi- 
liation; or, perhaps, we cannot bear, to ap- 
pear, to want ſpirit tom reſent ſuch kings, 
and do ourſclves.juſtice, True fortitu | 
bear it all; whenever it is our duty * fo; 0 
and few, conſider the importance: of exerting 
ab 1 en cn in Gas $bitg ail! 


Oy 
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I enables, 1 us to e 
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edge dur errors 


and our faults, inſtead of having recourle to 


any artifice. or - miſrepreſentation to diſgui ſe. or 
juſtify what the heart in ſecret, diſappro! es, 
Or muſt diſapprove, on LE fair and ir be tial 3 
conſideration; to Which, - want of fortitude | 
to bear the mortifying view. of. our own : 
imperfections, Is often one of. the greateſt 
Hindrances. In great allliftions, fortitude is 
exerted not only in ſuppreſſing complaints 


and murmurs, but i in [rendering us e 


da 


11 


Vo - 


Fa T4 z 


view 7 of —— ; to. . che hunch Fwy 
which they come, and the adyantages which 
| may be derived from them; and at inſpires 


Wik: 


not merely a tame ſubmiſſſon, but an pains: 
| reſolution, which in every trial exerts its 
utmoſt powers, and excites us to do the beſt 
we can, whatever that may be, and bst. 
ever ſt | ſtruggle ſuch exertion may. coſt us 


aß, "ol 


1 * 124 k | 7 
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Iafh hort, It enables us to ** the beſt « 
every thing, to purſue ſteadily and conſtantly 
the path of duty, unmoved by all the at- 
tacks of pleaſure or of pain, and un nyearied 
by the moſt tedious and apparently unſuc- 
cl exentions.. f b x: {org bo 


In — to nn this tinea we. can- 
not but be ſenſible, that a ſtrength. fi ſuperior, 


= On Fortitude. q 


[I 


every day muſt ſhew us our weaknefs,”: and 


the inſufficiency of thoſe ſupports which any 


thing in this world can afford us. But the 0 
Word of Eternal Truth” has promiſed” us a 


help which ſhall never fait thoſe who fin- 


cerely ſeek for it: for this cken ve in muſt 


apply 5 0 nete prayer, not . in . 


12411 


we malt not K neF that this help 2 be 


obtained without exerting our on * ea- 


vours; we Q we muſt do our beſt that we may 
hope to be aſſiſted, andin fo doing we may 


ſecurely depend upon it, in _ trial FOG - 


nt 34A, 4 94 


*r come Wen us. 


x 

PR FRO 5 
7 SF. > 
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Too great a ES in our own ſtrength 1 
is, indeed, directly were to true förtitude, 
and generally leads to a defeat; ; büt we 


ſhould alſo be cautiotis that we do not run 


into another extreme, and give way to ch 
1 | E degree 


On Fortitude, —" 13 


legs of diffdence as * us 
from exerting ourſelves; or give the name 
of diffidence to real indolence. The con- 
ſciouſneſs of our own weakneſs ſhould, in- 
deed; induce us |tooſeek a more powerful 
— but our endea: ours are neceſſary 

in order to obtain it; and neither the pre- 
fſumptuous, nor the indolent, have any * 
to 8 fon * % Fifi Neun 
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Let us then exert bee on every beca- 
babe ee a give way in the ſmalleſt 
inſtance, if we mean to be ſteady in the 
greateſt. Let us endeavour to impreſs upon 
our minds the. importance of the objects we 
have in vięw. - the. favour of God, and our 
own eternal happineſs: we ſhall then have 
a, motive for action continually before us, : 
ſuffient to ſupport us in the greateſt diff- 
culties, to arm us againſt the ſevereſt ſhocks 

93191 „„ 


of affliction, -and - enable us to endure the 
longeſt-courſe of tedjous ſufferings to which 


ah * 


2 wy * 
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Is it 4906” en we ſhould - fink. ndert the 
| ey tion we may meet with from this 
world, while we may hope for the appro- 
bation of Gop himſelf? Can we not ſuffer 
a tranſitory affliction, with the proſpect of 
endleſs felicity before us It is for want 
of attending ſufficiently to theſe things, that 
preſent trials appear to us ſo inſupportable ; 
and the only effectual preparation for theſe 
trials is, to arm ourſelves with comforts 
which they cannot take away, and motives 
for action which may be ſufficient to carry 
us th _— them with * nnn 


| 105 f 1} 9viton 1 
8 peak ö e „I Gepe 
we find the Chriſtian life continually repre- 
ſented 


— — ⁵·òp Ä 


On: Partitude, 25 


ſented as a ſtate of Warfare, in yhich ve are 
called to contend; with the temptations, of 
this world, and with our own perxerſe an- 
clinations. We muſt deny ourſelves, and take 
up the croſs, if we would be the diſeiples 
of Chriſt; we muſt conquer, if we would 

obtain the crown;—we! muſt lay aſide every 
weight, and run with patience the; race chat 

is ſet before us: e muſt endure unto; the 

end, if ve hope to be ſaved. T 03 # 


* 
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Such is the account given us ol, che tate | 
to which we are , and ſuch a Preſpes 


* 


muſt ſtrongly. — 
wes — Neal; 8 
while we have the moſt powerful and com- 
fortable motives to induce us to be ſo 
boraſmuch as we know; that . our labour, is 
not in vain in the Lord. We know that 


444 


«of we 
8 - 


. — 


we ſhall conquer, if we faint not; that if we 
are faithful unto death, he will give ub a 


true Chriſtian muſt be armed with a forti- 


preſent reward; which reſiſts pleaſure and 


16 On Fortitude. 


Fa 


crown of life a hippineſs' beyond what 'the 
eye hath ſeen; or the ear heard; or the 
heart of man is able to conceive n: 


* 7 * 83 N 
5 r as 7 > 1 1 4 * 
x : oY : . 
SW SL 4% 4 ; Sas aa} $147 5 
- * 4 . - £4 
L + 


Such a view of the Chriſtian ſtate" muſt 
ſhew us, in a ſtrong light, the nature of chat 
fortitude that is required in order to enable 
us to perform our part in it. Human mo- 
tives may inſpire occaſional exertions which 
excite admiration; but thoſe inſtances of for- 
titude which are moſt admired,” are ſeldom, 
in reality, ſuch as are moſt difficult; and the 


tude far ſuperior to that which is diſplayed 
on ſuch occaſions; a fortitude which re- 


quires no earthly ſupport; which aims at no 


r Ot 275.” nt. 4 #4 1 Me 
pain, humiliation and wearineſs; which is 
- the 


the ſame at all times, and can always obtain 


the moſt difficult of all — which 
is ee over our own incli 


The 0 who n pleaſure to am- 
bition convenience to avarice or any preſent 
indulgence to pride, or ſome other predomi- 
nant. paſſion, may appear to act with forti- 
tude in many inſtances, when, in fact, his 
conduct is directly contrary to it; ſince he 
purſues the means of gratifying it; and ſhould 
a trial come which required the ſacrifice of 
fail. But the fortitude of the true Chriſtian is 
prepared for every thing; like- all his other 
virrues, it is not the occaſional exertion of a 
moment, but the conſtant diſpoſition of his 
mind. It is alſo, like all other. Virtues, never. 
perfectly known but by 
Vol. II. 2 


18 On Fortitude. 


practiſe it. All are ſenſible that it is neceſ- 


ſary in pain and afflictions; few conſider ſuffi: 
ciently how often it is neceſſary even in the 


moſt ordinary occurrences the moſt trifling 
| a wh 


converſations. - 


How often are the real ſentiments dif. 
guiſed, the innocent injured, and falſe: 
maxims ſuffered to gain ground, merely for 
want of reſolution to reſiſt the torrent, from 


a fear of being ſingular, or of loſing any ſhare 


in the good opinion of others by oppoſing 
their ſentiments! And thus the cauſe of truth 
and goodneſs is betrayed, and often ſuffers as 
much from timid friends, as from real ene- 
mies; for converſation will influence the cha- 
rater and conduct: by degrees the mind 
grows familiar with what once it diſapproved, 
and learns to believe what has been frequently 
0 e and ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, till 

; that 


On Fortitude, 19 


that delicacy, which was ſhocked at the leaſt 
22 any 5 is e 


; ſn opinions miſlead the practice, and 
ICI itable ones corrupt the heart; but 

thoſe exertions which true fortitude inſpires, 
ſhould at the ſame time be carefully diſtin- 
contradiction which ſo often diſturb the 
peace and pleaſure of ſociety, .and which 
(even when they happen to be exerted in a 
good cauſe) frequently do a real injury to what 

they mean to defend. The perſon who feels 

pain in oppoſing the opinions and - inclina- 
tions of others, and does it merely from a 
ſenſe of duty, will always endeavour to avoid 
giving pain by doing ſo; but a gentleneſs and 
timidity of diſpoſition, and an earneſt deſire 
to pleaſe, are qualities which may lead to 
5 C2 enxceſſes, 
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fortitude requires the ſacrifice of our in 
tions, whenever our duty makes it neceſſary. 


20 On Fortitude. 


exceſſes, as well as the contrary; and true 


— 


But it is impoſſible to enumerate the va- 
rious inſtances in which fortitude is neceſſary 
in the daily occurrences of life. A careful 


attention to our own conduct, and a candid 
enquiry into the motives of it, will be the 


ſureſt means to point out to us wherein we 


are wanting, and to give us a juſt notion of 


that fortitude which is neceſſary to aer 
us on my different ——— 


Let us then often examine our own hearts, 
and enquire, whether the fear of diſpleaſing 
others does not ſometimes induce us to diſ- 
guiſe our real ſentiments, and appear to ap- 


prove what in our hearts we condemn?— 
Whether we are not ſometimes poſitive, 


becauſe 


>" 
Pr 


On Fortitude. 21 


becauſe we cannot bear to own ourſelves in 
the wrong; or complying, becauſe we dread 
being thought ſo? Whether we do not ſome- 
times give a ſanction to uncertain ſuſpicions, 
or ill natured ridicule, from a fear of being 
thought to poſſeſs leſs penetration than others, 
or from the apprehenſion of expoſing our- 
ſelves to the like, if we ſhould venture to op- 
poſe them? In ſhort; whether we are never 
induced by fear, either to ſpeak, or to be 
ſilent, when our unprejudiced judgment would 
have led us to do otherwiſe? If ſo, we are, 
in that inſtance, wanting in true fortitude; 
nor is the want of it leſs evident in giving 
way to our own _— and weakneſſes, than to 
thoſe of others. rns bas gh 


neſs, &c.—all thoſe] paſſions which are ſo 
often, excited by trifles in common life, and 
buns !! 


STC — 
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which, on ſuch occaſions, are in general too 
eaſily ſuffered to take their eourſe without 
reſiſtance? Do we not rather ſometimes give 
way to them, for want of refolution to endea« 
vour to ſuppreſs them; or from a fear of be- 
ing deſpiſed for our inſenſibility, or our 
tameneſs, if we ſhould ſuffer any injury to 
paſs unnoticed? Can we bear the various 


kinds of mortifications we may meet with 


from others, without endeavouring to return 
them, and ſubmit even to unjuſt cenſure, 
when charity or any other duty requires our 
doing ſo? Can we facrifice our inclinations 
to thoſe of others, with chetrfulneſs and good 
humour, without telling the world that we 
are doing ſo, and endeavouring to exalt our- 
ſelves at the expence of thoſe we pretend to 
oblige, and to gain admiration to ſupport and 
reward us? Can we bear the follies and 
weakneſſes of thoſe with whom we converſe; 

7 a and 
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8 the many little circumſitmices which often 
render ſociety tireſome. to us, without giving 
pain by ſhewing that it is ſo? And do we 
endeavour, by every gentle and engaging me- 
thod, ION others eaſy and 
happy, but to win them over to all that is 
amiable and good, and help them to amend 
thoſe imperfections which we cannot help 
obſerving, without expoſing them to the hu- 
miliation- of FR * we are ſenſible 
of them? 74 5 


N The good that may be done in this way 
is ſeldom attended to as it deſerves; but ſuch 
endeavours require no ſmall degree of forti- 
rude, fince their ſucceſs muſt, in general, be 
attained by ſlow and almoſt imperceptible 
degrees, and often remains entirely unknown; 
and far from being attended with any ad- 
mien * will, for the moſt pait, paſs 

330943 unnoticed, 
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unnoticed, —perhaps often vin! W. miſin- 
terpreted. +: 39100 

_  Fheſe are but a few of the numberleſs oc- 
caſions in which true fortitude is neceſſary in 
common life. A little attention to the cir- 
cumſtances which daily occur, will point out 
to us many more, on which it may be highly 
uſeful to enquire into the motives of our con- 
duct; and ſuch enquiries will often ſhew, that 
a want of fortitude is in reality the ſource of 
many faults and imperfections which are too 
generally overlooked, or aſcribed to ſome 
other cauſe. 


How happy then is the ſituation of him 
who is armed with that true and conſtant 
fortitude, which reſts with full confidence on 
Almighty Power, and is ſupported by it in 
every. trial;—who is thus prepared- for all 
| events, 


Jp 50 


events, and able not only to ſuffer, but to act 
as he ought to do in every different ſituation; 


ho can bear with the ſame reſolution thoſe 
ſevere ſhocks which at once deſtroy his 


4 _ earthly happineſs, and thoſe little mortifica- 


tions which continually allay it ;—who-neyer 
can be deterred from the path of duty either 
by the allurements of pleaſure, the dread of 
ſufferings, or the wearineſs and diſguſt which 
attend on long continued trials, and the diſ- 


couragement of repeated diſappointments |! 


The nerves may tremble at the approach of 
pain,—the ſpirits may ſink beneath a load of 
grief,—but the reſolution remains unmoved ; 
and pain or affliction, however ſtrongly felt, 
are boldly encountered, whenever they are 
inflicted by the diſpenſations of p Providence, 
or when the conſideration of duty makes it 
neceſſary voluntarily to endure them. 

V9 This 


This alone is true Chriftian Fortitude;—a . 
fortitude far ſuperior to that which in many 
ſtriking inſtances has engaged the admira- 
tion of mankind:—and this is neceſſary to all 

ho with. to attain that perfection to n 
we are called. 
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T is the advice of the Wiſe Man, * In the | 

c day of adverſity confider;” and it may 
well be reckoned. one of the advantages at- 
tending on the afflictions we meet with in 
this life, that they call off our attention from 
the too eager purſuit of buſineſs or pleaſure, 
and force us for a time to turn our thoughts 
another way. When the diſappointment of 
we eagerly purſued, or the lofs of 


| | ſome 


* 
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ſome bleſſing we highly valued, has deeply 
impreſſed upon our mind the ſenſe of our 
own weakneſs, and of the uncertainty of every 
earthly joy; then ſurely the importance of ſome 
never-failing ſupport, ſome durable felicity, 
muſt ſtrike us in the ſtrongeſt light. Then, 
if ever, 1t behoves us to look into our hearts, 
to recal them from thoſe tranſitory pleaſures 
to which they were too much attached, and 
endeavour to fix them on hopes which are 
not liable to diſappointment, and Joys which 
nothing in this world can take away; and to 
diſcover and purſue thoſe means by which we 
may obtain a rational and well-grounded en- 
joy ment of ſuch hopes, and be * for 
ſuch feliciry. 


3 Thoſe FU enjoy a large portion of the 
good things of this life, will often find it very 
difficult to avoid growing too much attached 


to 
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to them, and (at leaſt in ſome degree) inat- 


tentive, perhaps even indifferent, in regard 
to another. To ſuch, it is evident, the ſtroke 
which calls them back, however ſevere it may 
be, is indeed a bleſſing, if received as it ought 
to be. But thoſe who are placed in a different 


ſituation, may ſometimes ſtand no leſs in need 


of ſuch a monitor; their pleaſures being 
fewer, they may learn to ſet a higher value 
upon them; and feeling continually the want 
of comfort and ſupport, they may be apt to 
reſt too much on ſuch as are afforded them, 
and forget where alone they muſt os for true 
and laſting com fort. | 

' Preſent objects make a ſtrong” impreſſion ; 
and even thoſe who appear to have the leaſt 
reaſon to be attached to this world, may yet 
ſtand in need of ſome powerful call to awaken 
their attention, and raiſe their thoughts to a 

| better. 
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better. But no affliction can have this effect, 
if we immediately flec to pleaſure and diſſipa- 
tion, and endeavour by ſuch means to drive 
it from our thoughts, and render ourſelves 


inſenſible to it. This method may perhaps 
ſucceed in ſome degree, or appear to do ſo, ; 
for a time; but the affliction muſt be trifling, | 
or the diſpoſition little inclined to feel, if fuch 
methods can deſtroy the impreſſion it has 
made. Where the heart has received a real 
wound, it can never be healed in this way, 
it will bleed afreſh in every ſolitary moment, 
and in ſpite of all our endea vours to take off b 
our attention, it will tell us in ſecret that this | 
1s not the comfort which it wants; and thus 
the forrow will remain in its full force, but 
without the advantages which might be de- 
rived from it. If death has ſnatched away 
an affectionate and virtuous friend, how un- 
worthy muſt they have been of ſuch a bleſſing, 
who 


of Aﬀidion. 1 JT 
who can really drive away the remembrance 
of it, and find comfort for ſuch a loſs in the 
thoughtleſs hurry of trifling amuſements? Vet 
thoſe who abandon themſelves to a hopeleſs 
ſorrow; who cheriſh their affliction, and ſul- 
lenly reject all comfort, will run into an ex- 
treme no leſs dangerous, and deſtructive of 
every good and uſeful end which affliction 
was deſigned to anſwer, Let us then endea- 
vour to ſeek better reſources, and arm our- 
ſelves ak more finn and OY comforts. 


x 
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pious and valuable friend, we may eaſily ſup- 


is 
IS poſe it is not only for the advantage of che 
at deceaſed, but for ours alſo; ſince every afflic- 
2 tion that happens to us may certainly, if 
y rightly uſed, be conducive to our eternal fal- 
ho 


vation, Let us humble ourſelves under the 
I hand of the Almighty, but let not 
affliction 
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affliction: make us forget his mercies ; let us; 


thank Him for the bleſſings we have enjoyed, 
and let us alſo thank Him for making our af-. 
flictions the means of recalling us to Himſelf, 
when our affections were too apt to wander 
from Him, who is the giver of every good we 


can enjoy or hope for. To Him let us pour 


forth all our ſorrows with filial confidence, 
and beg that aſſiſtance and comfort which can 
never fail, and will never be denied to thoſe 


who ſincerely ſeek for them. Let us acknow- 


ledge our own blindneſs and weakneſs, and 
ſincerely reſign our will to his, even in the 
moſt painful ſacrifices, with the fulleſt convic- 


tion not only of that wiſdom and power 


which preſide over the: univerſe, but alſo of 


that mercy and goodneſs by which even the 


minuteſt concerns of our own lives are di- 
rected, and which would permit no affliction to 
come upon us but for our greater good. 

Let 


FH 1 
F 
1 


7. . 
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Wet every bleſſing we are de 


4 + * 
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this life; ſerve to raiſe our affections to a bet- 


ret, Where all Our joys will be Perimanent, an 


eternally ſecure; where not only heavenly 


joys are laid up in ſtore for us, but even our 


deareſt earthly treaſures will be reſtored to us; 
and where we may hope chat we ſhall again 
enjoy them, without any of thoſe: — and 
ſorrows, thoſe weakneſſes and imper | 
which in this life will throw a n over 
even our higheſt pleafures. SORTS 


Let us not then endeavour to calm our ſor- 
row for our departed friends, by driving them 
from our remembrance: to thoſe who felt a 
real and ardent affection, the effort would be 
vain; nor can we ſuppoſe it the deſign of 
Providence that we ſhould do ſo. Such ſtrokes 
are given to force us to reflect: and friends 
removed to a far more exalted ſtate, if we 
Vol. * D | think 
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think of them as we ought, may be the moſt 
affecting monitors imaginable, and their re- 
membrance may prove a moſt powerful in- 
citement to every thing | that. 1s a 8009 
and worthy. 


Ihe opinion that friendſhip lives beyond 
che grave, is moſt ſoothing to the afflicted 
mind, and both reaſon and ſcripture ſeem to 
countenance it. The thought that ſome ſort 
of intercourſe may be ſtill permitted, and that 
while we continue in this imperfect ſtate, it 
is poſſible that they may be allowed to mini- 
ſter to us for good by means unknown to us, 

is pleaſing; and as we have no aſſurance of the 
contrary, it is hardly N to avoid indul- 


ging it. 


This indulgence, if kept within due bounds, 
is ſurely innocent, and may even be made 
uſeful 


afefidvbius; bur; titre Owl: 
that friendſhip in ſuch beings muſt be free 
from all thoſe weakneſſes with which, even in 
the beſt, it will be attended in this imperfect 
ſtate. Though the ſame affections may ſtill 
remain, they muſt be exalted and refined be- 
yond what we can at preſent form any idea 
of:; they may ſtill be watching over us with 
_ an affectionate and anxious concern, ſtill ten- 
derly ſolicitous for our real welfare, and re- 
joĩcing at every advance we make in piety 
and goodneſs; but enlightened by a clearer 
and more extenſive view of things, they can 
no longer grieve for ſufferings ' which will 
prove bleſſings in the end, or rejoice in proſpe- 


rity, which ng us-to dangerous trials. 


Lt us, conſider what "I a friend would 
ſay if he could ſpeak to us now? How good, 
how pious, would he wiſh us to be! How 

3 | D 2 trifling 
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trifling would he think the purſuits which are 


apt to engage ſo much of our attention! 


How powerfully would he preach to us the 
vanity of all terreſtrial enjoy ments, and with 
what ardour would he excite us to exert every 
faculty of our ſoul, in endeavouring to fit 
ourſelves for thoſe joys on which time and 
death can have no power! If he could feel 


a pain amidſt the happineſs in which he is 


placed, would it not grieve him to ſee us in- 


dulging our affliction for his loſs, (or any 
other paſſion) ſo far as to make us, in any 
degree, negligent in our duty, and forgetful 


of that Gop who has beſtowed ſuch joys on 
him, and has reſerved the ſame in ſtore for 
us, if we do not forfeit our title to them by 
our own fault? If ever we wiſhed to give 
proofs of our affection to our friend, and de- 
ſire to contribute to his happineſs, let us re- 
member, that the only way in which we can 
| do 


do this, is to live as we are ſure he would 


wiſh us to do, if he were ſtill a witneſs of our 
conduct; and for ought we know, he may 
be ſo. By theſe means, our remembrance of 
him, far from ſtopping us in our courſe, will 


prove an incitement to every virtue; and the 


ſenſe of preſent ſorrow will raiſe the mind 
to future joy, and add new vigour to all our 


* 


efforts in the attainment of it. 


Fortitude does not conſiſt in being inſen- 
ſible to the afflictions which come upon us in 
this world; but he, who, when his heart is 
pierced with ſorrow, can ftill love his Go 
with unabated fervour, and ſubmit with en- 
tire reſignation to his will; ho can ſtruggle 


with his affliction, and reſolutely perſiſt in a 


conſtant endeavour to perform all the duties 
of his ſtation; —that man acts with real for- 
titude; and when the time ſhall come that all 

= his 


3 
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| when from the brink of the grave he looks 
back on the various ſcenes of his paſt life; 


with the greateſt ſatisfaction; and the remem- 


as it ought to be, ande it will: in the e 
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his trials are drawing towards a concluſion ; 


thoſe ſeaſons of affliction which once appeared 
ſo ſevere, will then be what he can recollect 


brance of them will afford him ſolid conſola- 
tion, when all the little * of this 
world are vaniſhed and forgotte. 


May theſe thoughts be deeply imprinted on 
my heart! May every: affliction be received 
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e days of health and caſe, in the hurry 


of buſineſs: 


ure, our;thoughts are 
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Happy indeed are they whoſe preſent 


pleaſures are ſo enjoyed as to be made the 


means of obtaining everlaſting happineſs !— 
But when a change of circumſtances affords 
more leiſure for reflection; when by ſick- 
neſs, afflictions, or any other cauſes, the plea- 
ſures and purſuits of life are interrupted; theſe 
excuſes can no longer be Pleaded: and far be 
it ever from 1 who by ſuch means are in 
any degree ſeparated from the world, to judge 
unfavourably of thoſe who are more engaged 


1 
in it, or value themſelves upon an opinion 


that they have attained an higher degree of 


excellence. Their ſituations are widely difa 
ferent, and much may be ſuid to excuſe che 


errors of the theughtleſs and diſſipated; to 


which the others could have no claim if 'they 
ſhould ever fall into the like, Let them ra- 


ther examine the ſtate of their own minds, 
and * whether: pain does not too often 


produce 


a> a 


th Religion. 0 4¹ 


1 ad the ſame” bad effect with; pleaſure, 
e and whether they do not ſuffer their thoughts 
do be too much engaged by preſent evils, in- 
ſtead of raiſing them to what may afford the 
beſt of * and the bri 1 . 


On 


1 Cooms ht hos it ſhould * diffcult 
to do this; yet all who have been in ſuch ſitu- 
ations muſt probably at ſome time have found 
it ſo, and felt themſelves inclined to dwell 
on every painful circumſtance, though they 
can only aggravate them by doing ſo, and 
have no temptation of pleaſure to plead in 
their excuſe, for they well know that ſuch 
thoughts can only give them pain. But here 
we alledge that our thoughts are not under 

ur command ;—and it is very certain that 
| dena are not entirely ſo, eſpecially when the 
IF | ſpirits are depreſſed, and the mind leſs ca- 
able of exertion. than at other times. Yet 
| even 
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even on ſuch occaſions, if ſomething we truly 
valued were propoſed as the object of our 
purſuit; if we could expreſs our gratitude to 
ſome kind benefactor, or our affection to ſome 

- much-loved friend; we ſhould be diſpoſed to 


exert ourſelves, and however little our power 


might be, our thoughts would be ſtill engaged ; 
we ſhould be deſirous of doing all we could, 
and regret that we could do no more: 'for 
where our affections are truly fixed, our 
thou ghts and our efforts will be employed. 


How many by ſuch conſiderations have 
been rendered ſuperior to ſufferings, though 
not leſs ſenſible of them than others! Some- 
thing which engages our affections more 
ſtrongly than preſent eaſe or pleaſure; ean 
make us willing to facrifice them; and what- 
ever could always do that, would be à never- 
failing ſupport under the loſs of them; and 


Ur 
to 


ſuch are the comforts which Religion offers: 
the love of an All-gracious Father, the 
kindneſs of an Infinite Benefactor, the ſup- 
port of an Almighty Friend. Here our beſt 


affections may be for ever exerciſed, and for 
ever ſatisfied; and on the exerciſe of our beſt 
affections muſt all our happineſs depend: for 


what is happineſs but the enjoyment of our 
wiſhes; that is to "0 T n 
lin li % en bag ay orient 97 

hi —_ happineſs i is not Fes lot of this 
lte: to be conſtantly advancing towards it, 
continually aiming at it, and continually ſuc- 


ceſsful in that aim, is the utmoſt we can hope 


for here: and this we may enjoy in every 
ſituation in life, when our affections are placed 


3 | onthe Higheſt Object; but we can never enjoy 
3 It; conſtantly or ſecurely, while they are fixed 
con any other. Are we afflicted? Our greateſt 
| | : Joy 


44 On the Pleaſures 


joy remains. Are we diſappointed? _ Our 
deareſt hope cannot be taken away. Are we 
wounded by unkindneſs? Our: beſt friend 
will comfort us. Are we oppreſſed by pain 
and difficulties? Our Almighty Helper will 


| ſupport us. Are our good intentions miſre- 


preſented, and our beſt actions miſinterpreted? 
Hz who ſees the heart vill do us juſtice? 
Are we neglected and forſaken by the world? 
Hr who made and rules the world is ready 
to receive us, and never will forſake us. Is 
every ſorrow. heaped upon us, and every 
earthly comfort ſnatched away? The beſt of 
comforts yet remains, and an _— of ** 
pineſs awaits us. 

How happy muſt be the ſituation of a ra- 
tional creature, exerting all his powers for the 
beſt and nobleſt purpoſes, performing all the 
duties of his ſtation, and making continual 


advances 
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| advances towards the perfection of his nature; 
| depending with humble confidence on the di- 
vine aſſiſtance to ſupport his weakneſs, and 


conſtantly and ſincerely endeavouring to do 


1 the will of his Heavenly Father; who watches 


cover him with far more than fatherly affec- 


tion, —who orders all events as ſhall be really 

beſt for him,— accepts his endeavours, — for- 

7 gives his im perfections, and leads him 

rhrough all the various paths of life to ever- 
| "Eg e | 


Ho delightful is the thought, that we are 


that all events which can befal us may be 
made the means of good; that we may flee to 
HIM as to a tender and faithful friend, in all 
our ſorrows, in all our trials, and be certain of 
that comfort and aſſiſtance of which we ſtand 

in need! N 


This 
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This ſurely is happineſs: and this may be 
enjoyed in every ſituation in which we can be 
placed in this world, for it is totally indepen- 
dent on outward circumſtances. All that the 
world moſt values can never beſtow it, nor 
afford true and lafting ſatisfaction without it, 
nor can the greateſt afflictions ever take it 
away. If then, in the time of pleaſure and 
ſucceſs, we feel that ſomething till is wants 
ing to compleat our happineſs, and find our 
enjoyments diſturbed by the dread of loſing 
them; or if in the time of affliction we are 
ready to ſink beneath our burden when we 
are inclined to be diſſatisfied or dejected, in- 
| ſtead of giving way to ſuch diſpoſitions, let 
us think of the happineſs of the ſtate we have 
been deſcribing, and aſk ourſelves if ſuch be 
really the picture of our ſituation? If it be, 
our pleaſures may be enjoyed without anxiety ; 

and in the midſt of every trial, we may ſay 
3 | Vith 
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wich confidence, © Yet will I rejoice in the 
Loxp, I will joy in the Gop of my ſalvation” 
and ſuch joy no man taketh from you.“ 
Affliction may be felt, human weakneſs may 
overcloud it for a time, but they cannot 
deſtroy it; — ſuperior to them all, it will con- 
ſtantly overbalance them, and in the end en- 
tirely conquer them. p 7 Lite 


But if this be not our ſituation, then let us 
aſk ourſelves why it is not ſo? For this hap- 
pineſs, great as it is, may certainly be attained 
by all. If then we do not enjoy it, what is 
the hindrance?—lr is vain to plead the-weak- 
neſs and imperfection of our nature; for more 
than is in our power will never be required. 
By doing the beſt we can, we may ſecure the 
favour of our GOD; our weakneſs will be aſ- 
ſiſted, and our imperfections never laid to 
our charge. ; v6] 
ly Does 


** ＋ 
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Does the remembrance of our paſt faults 
deprive us of our happineſs? It need not do 
fo, ſince through the merits of an All-gracious 

| Redeemer, the greateſt will be forgiven, if we 
repent and forlake them. 


Does the ſenſe of our preſent imperfection, 
and the conſciouſneſs of | faults which we 
frequently fall into, prevent our enjoying it? 
Let us lay our hand upon our heart, and 
candidly examine whether it be, or be not in 
our power to remedy that imperfection, and 
avoid thoſe faults? If it be, let us immedi- 
ately and reſolutely ſet about a work of the 
utmoſt conſequence to our preſent and future 
peace; — for certainly, if we can wilfully offend 
our Maker even in the ſmalleſt inſtance, or 
negle& any means of expreſſing our love and 
gratitude to him, thoſe ſentiments are not felt 
14 us as they ought to be, nor can they pro- 


duce 
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duce the happineſs weaim at. If this'be not 
in our power, yet if we really and ſincerely 
exert our utmoſt endeavours, then what we 
lament is mere human weakneſs, the fenſe of 
which ſhould never deſtroy our peace; for 
what we could not. avoid, will never be im 
puted as a fault; and involuntary errors and 
imperfections need not deprive us of our con- 
fidence and hope: but then we muſt be {ure 
that "OM are Ivonne. | 


0 FR here e doubts may ariſe, to which 
even the beſt muſt often be liable, in this im- 
perfect ſtate; for it is by no means ſufficient 
that we do not offend deliberately, and with 
the free conſent of the will. If we find our- 
ſelves continually falling into the ſurme faults, 
however little they may appear in thernſelves, 
this certainly gives reaſon to ſuſpect ſome in- 
dlination Hill prevailing in our hearts, con- 
You. II. E trary 
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trary to that which ought to be the leading 


principle of every action; and ſuch an appre- 


henſion ought indeed to awaken our attention, 
and engage us to exert our utmoſt diligence 
to trace the cauſe of ſuch faults, and ſincerely 

endeavour to root it out, whatever pain the 


ſacrifice may coſt us: for we ſhall by no means 


form a juſt eſtimate of our ſtate, if we judge 
of it only from our ſentiments” in the hours 
of ſolitude and reflection. The unguarded 
moment muſt alſo be taken into the account, 
and may often afford a much clearer inſight 


Into the heart, too apt in many ways to im- 
poſe upon us, and lead us to form a partial 
opinion of our own diſpoſition and conduct. 


But though ſuch doubts as theſe ſhould in- 


_ deed excite our care and attention, and may 


often give pain even to thoſe whoſe intentions 


are ſincerely good, yet ſtill they ought not to 


deſtroy 
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deſtroy their happineſs; for it ſhould always 

be. remembered, that the thing required in 
order to that happineſs is, to do the beſt we 
can, which . is n in the e 
of every one. 


This conſideration can afford no comfort 
to thoſe who knowingly encourage themſelves 
in any thing wrong, or who neglect to exert 
their endeavours to conquer their weakneſs, 
and improve their powers. But it is com- 
fortable indeed to thoſe who ſincerely wiſh 
and endeavour to do their duty, but who are 
diſcouraged by a ſenſe of their imperfections, 
and diſpoſed to carry to exceſs thoſe doubts 
which in a certain degree are the neceſſary 
conſequence of the frailty of human nature, 
and which are oſten increaſed by diſpoſitions 
in themſelves truly laudable; ſuch as, humi- 
ny, cau tion, an earneſt deſire of perfection, 

7 2 | and 
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and very exalted ideas. of it. Thoſe whoſe 
notions of excellence are not raiſed very high, 
are generally eaſily ſatisfied with their attain= 
ments, and often proud of fuch things as 
would to others appear ſubjects for humili- 


ation and diſtruſt of themſelves, 


The humble and fincere Chriſtian © may 
rejoice in the thought that the enjoyment of 
the beſt of bleſſings, the favour of Gop, and 
everlaſting happineſs, is in his power, and 
never can be forfeited but by his own fault. 
A diffidence of ourſelves is indeed natural 
and reaſonable, when we: reflect on our paſt 
faults, our preſent weakneſs and imperfec-- 
tion, and the exalted: purity at whichowe aim; 
but this, while it checks every vain and pre- 
ſumptuous thought, and reaches us attention 
and humility, ſhould yet never diſcourage our 
hopes, or deprive us of our peace of mind. 

- It 


of Religion: "= 
It is the ſincere endeavour that is required, 
and will be aſſiſted and accepted, and that is 
inthe power of every one, in every moment 
ol his life. Whatever is paſt, he may note 
form a good reſolution, exert his efforts, and 
enjoy the happineſs at which he aims: and 
this is a happineſs peculiar to Religion alone. 


Thoſe who ſpeak of virtue as its own re- 
ward, and dwell on the thought of the heart- 
felt ſatisfaction it muſt afford, generally re- 
preſent to their imagination ſome exalted 
inſtance of it; they paint to themſelves ſome 
extraordinary exertion of generoſity, benevo- 
lence, &c. ſome hero who has ſacrificed every 
ſelfiſh conſideration to the nobleſt motives, 
and exuſts in the thoughts of his triumph; 
or ſome illuſtrious benefactor by whom num- 
bers have been made happy, and who enjoys 
the happineſs of them all. If they deſcend 

3 to 
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to private life, ſtill they take the moment of 
ſome ſucceſsful exertion of virtue—ſome dif. 
treſs relieved, ſome good beſtowed; ſome- 
thing, in ſhort, which the heart feels, and 
which the heart that is not loſt to every 
generous and exalted ſentiment muſt feel 
with delight. Theſe are pleaſures indeed; 
and thoſe who ſincerely ſeek for them, will 
probably enjoy much more of them than 
they might otherwiſe have imagined; but 
even ſuch will find that many of theſe 
pleaſures are placed beyond their reach, 
and that they cannot by any be * 
enjoyed. 


To do great actions is the lot of few; and 
in common life, diſappointments often attend 
the beſt endeavours. Poverty, ſickneſs, or 
affliction, check the moſt active ſpirits, and 
confine their powers; or even where this is 
| not 
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not the caſe, ſtill thoſe pleaſing ſucceſsful 
inſtances of virtue muſt; depend on circum- 
ſtances which human power is unable to com- 
mand, and therefore, conſidered merely in 
themſelves, they cannot afford a conſtant, 
and never-failing ſource of happineſs. A 
great part of the lives even of the beſt of 
men muſt be ſpent in actions which do not 
afford pleaſures of that ſort; and though the 
delight which attends them is certainly a 
ſentiment implanted for wiſe and gracious 
purpoſes, yet ſomething more is neceſſary to 
furniſh a happineſs which may be enjoyed at 
all times, and in all ſituations. 


Thoſe who have paſſed many days, and 
perhaps years, in conſtant and tedious ſuffer- 
ings; who by diſeaſe, the loſs of any of their 
faculties, or any other cauſe, are rendered a 
burden to their friends; or perhaps are reduced 

| | to 
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to a ſtate of ſolitude, and are not ſo happy to 
have any friends about them; whoſe utmoſt 
efforts can ſeldom attain to any thing farther 
than leſſening the trouble they muſt give to 
others, and ſubmitting with patience to the 
lot aſſigned them. Such perſons will not 
often find reaſon for that exultation of mind, 
 whichattends on active and ſucceſsful virtue; 


burt on the contrary, finding how little is the 


utmoſt they can do, they will be more inclined 
to be diſſatisfied with themſelves, and hardly 
able. to reconcile themſelves to a life in ap- 
pearance of fo little uſe. 


Thoſe who from the unhappineſs of their 
circumſtances and fituations are obliged con- 
tinually to ſuffer from the faults of others ; 
whoſe endeavours to pleaſe are attended with - 
conſtant mortifications and diſappointments ; K 
and _ by the wal ſacrifice of their own 


inclinations, 
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inclinations, can do nothing more than leſſen 
_ evils, which they are unable to prevent or 
cure;—far from feeling the triumph of virtue, 
will often be obliged to ſubmit to the ſuf- 
ferings which ſhould attend only on the con- 
trary; and finding their endeavours unſuc- 
_ ceſsful, and their conduct frequently blamed, 
may be led to doubt whether they have not in 
ſome way given occaſion to the humiliations 
which they ſuffer ; and being unable to ſatisfy 
others, may find it difficult to be fatisfied 
with them ſelves. 


Even thoſe who are placed in ſituations 
by no means ſo painful and diſcouraging as 
theſe, and who meet with much more frequent 
opportunities of enjoying the ſatisfaction of 
ſucceſsful virtue, muſt yet ſpend a great 
part of their lives in ſuch actions as do not 
give occaſion to it; but which, conſidered 

merely 
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merel y in themſelves, would appear little 
more than indifferent, and often tedious and 
infipid. The little compliances which duty 
and civility continually require, the employ- 
ments of domeſtic life, and numberleſs other 
things which muſt take up a conſiderable 
part of the life of every one, and the omiſſion 
of which would be highly improper and even 
blameable, can yet afford nothing of that 
heartfelt exultation which is ſuppoſed to be 
the attendant of virtue; and which certainly 
does attend it on many occaſions, even where 


nothing farther was conſidered than the pre- 
ſent ſatisfaction. 


But Religion, by exalting our hopes and 
efforts to the higheſt object, furniſhes a new 
motive for action, which may extend its in- 
fluence over every moment of our lives; "WM 
teaches us to exalt the moſt wing actions 

into 
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into exertions of virtue, and to find, in the 
employments of every hour, the means of im- 
provement in thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions 
which are neceſſary to our happineſs both 
here and hereafter. The tedious hours of 
ſuffering afford continual opportunities for 
the exerciſe of an affectionate and filial reſig- 
nation. He who owns a Father's hand in 
every trial, far from complaining that-he is 
rendered uſeleſs to the world, and deprived 
of the ſatisfaction he might have enjoyed in 
beſtowing happineſs, will be convinced that 
his ſituation is ſuch as is really beſt for him; 
and ſubmitting patiently to all the humilia- 
tions which attend it, will find, in every plea- 
ſure loſt, an occaſion to exerciſe the nobleſt 
ſentiments. 5 


Thoſe who are diſcouraged by mortifica- 
tions and diſappointments, ſhould conſider 
for 
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for whoſe fake they act, and directing all their 
efforts to pleaſe Him who never will reject 
them, will feel a ſtrength of mind which no- 
thing in this world could inſpire; will bear for 
his fake whatever ſufferings they may meet 
with from others; and reſolutely perſevere in 
the path of duty, though attended with no 
apparent pleaſure or ſucceſs. They will 
look 'up to heaven with humble, yet cheerful 
confidence, and remember that their taſk is 
aſſigned by Him, who only knows what trials 
are neceſſary to improve and confirm their 
virtues; and that while * do their beſt, * 
are ſure to be accepted. 


The ſame diſpoſition will extend its influ- 
ence over all thoſe actions which are generally 
confidered as matters of indifference, or of 
ſmall importance; things which are performed 
of courſe, and without any particular ſatisfac- 


tion, 
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tion, or are omitted without conſideration of 
their conſequences. The employments of 
every day and every hour, which are often 
more influenced by habit than by reflection, 
even when they are ſuch as ought by no 
means to be neglected; the duties of our call- 
ing; the care of families; the little compli- 
ances which are required in ſociety; the 
attentions of civility; every thing, in ſhort, 
which it is right to do even on the moſt tri- 
fling occaſions, ſhould be done from the ſame 
principle which inſpires the moſt exalted in- 
ſtances of virtue, directed to the ſame end, 
and will then be attended with a ſatisfaction 
of the ſame kind. 


He who would be ready to reſign his life, 
if his duty required the ſacrifice, will from 
the ſame motive reſign his indulgences, his 
pleaſures, his "IS his vanity every 

thing 
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thing great or ſmall, which the duty of his 
ſituation, and the preſent time, demand from 
him; and the dulleſt hours he is ever obliged 
to paſs, will be animated by the ſame ſpirit 
which is exerted in the moſt pleafing and 
active virtues. In all he will do his beft, he 
will endeavour to conform to the will of his 
Heavenly Father, and expreſs his love and 
gratitude to Him: and thus, in all, the moſt 
exalted ſentiments will be exerciſed and en- 
Joyed, the nobleſt efforts will be exerted, 
and the ſucceſs be ſecure. 10 


If chen we find ourſelves weary of the em- 
ploy ment in which we are engaged, or feel 
the time hang heavy on our hands; let us 
conſider whether we can employ ourſelves in 


any thing better? If we can, let us embrace 
the opportunity, and be happy. If we can- 
not; if ſome dull and tedious way of ſpend- 

| | ing 
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ing our time, or merely patient and filent 
ſuffering, be what our preſent duty requires, 
; (as muſt frequently be the caſe in the lives of 
all) then let us conſider that by ſubmitting to 
it cheerfully, we do the beſt we can, and in ſo 
doing are always certain of the divine favour 
and acceptance; the gloom is diſpelled, the 
time which before appeared almoſt a blank in 
life, now opens a wide field for the exerciſe of 
virtue; its pleaſures are felt, and its hopes 
enjoyed. * 


Thus may the humble Chriſtian, whoſe 
| circumſtances and abilities are moſt confined, 
and who has the feweſt opportunities for the 
_ exerciſe of active virtue, ſtill enjoy the hap- 
pineſs which attends it; for to ſuch, tbat hap- 
pineſs depends not on the fituation in which 
he is placed, but on the ſentiments of | the 
heart; he performs the taſk aſſigned to him, 


whatever 
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whatever that taſk may be, with the ſame 
views, and with the ſame alacrity ; not repining 
that he cannot chooſe his part, but endeavour- 
ing to improve to the utmoſt that which is 
allotted for him, and to cultivate by continual 
exertion, in every different ſituation in life, 
thoſe diſpoſitions which may recommend him 
to the favour of his Maker, and fit him for that 
happineſ; s which is the object of his hopes. 


When by ſickneſs, afflictions, or any other 
cauſe, our ſpirits are depreſſed; when the 
mortifications of ſociety, the diſappointment 
of our purſuits, and the little ſatisfaction 

to be met with in earthly pleaſures, incline 
us to be weary of the world; let us take 
a view of it in another light, and conſider it 
as what it certainly may be the road to hap- 
pineſs, the proſpect is changed at once, and 
the moſt painful life appears truly deſirable. 
| We 
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Me complain of the loſs of ſome pleaſure 
which we valued; but if all were taken away, 
that which alone can make this life truly valu- 
able would yet remain, and we ſhould tilt 
have reaſon to receive the gift with thankful- 
neſs, and purſue our courſe with joy. 


Let us but pauſe a moment, and conſider 
what it is to he able to ſay to ourſelves— 
« I ſhall be happy, perfectly and unchangeably 
© happy, through eternity!“ 


We cannot indeed ſay this poſitively while 
we continue in our ſtate of trial, but this we 
can ſay,—* I may beſo;” * it is in my power 
to be ſo; not indeed from a dependance on 
our own ſtrength, or a confidence in our own 
merits; but the ſtrength of Almighty Gop 
is ready to aſſiſt our weakneſs, —and the me- 
rits of our Bleſſed Saviour to atone for our 

Vox. II. F imperfections: 
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imperfections :—and theſe we may obtain; 
for of theſe a voice from heaven aſſures us, 
e Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and oy 

q « ſhall find. = - 
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Ab all the ſentiments of the heart, thete is 

hardly any which appears to be more 
natural and univerſal than Gratitude. One 
might, indeed, be almoſt inclined to ſuppoſe 
it as "RO of inttinck, ral? than of reaſun, 
even in brutes. Wherever nature is not per- 
verted, gratitude ſeems to follow kindneſs 
as the effect follows the cauſe in any other 
inſtance. But amongſt the refinements of 
poliſhed life, the voice of nature is often ſup- 
preſſed; and under the ſhelter of artificial 
manners, the ſelfiſh  _— are Nr. 22 
to exceſs, 
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Politeneſs, the expreſſion of a delicate mind 
and a benevolent heart, is taught as an art to 
diſguiſe the want of theſe qualities; and ap- 
Pearances take the place of realities, till the 
realities themſelves are neglected, and almoſt 
forgotten. Perhaps if the buſy and the gay 
had leiſure to look into their own hearts, they 
might find that they poſſeſs more good qua- 
lities than they ſuſpect themſelves of; but 
faſhion is the general guide, and even follies 
and vices, if they are faſhionable, become ob- 
jects of vanity, and are affected by thoſe who 
have no title to them. Yer ſtill, in the midſt of 
all the variations of faſhion and prejudice, the 
eſteem due to gratitude is in ſome degree pre- 
ſerved, and the want of i it is a fault which no 
one would ever r confeſs, 


A diſpoſition to pride, to anger, to ambi- 
ton to o indolence, and many other blameable 


qualities, 
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qualities, may have been acknowledged by 
many; but none ever confeſſed a dif] poſition to 
ingratitude, and perhaps none ever was con- 
ſcious of it: and yet, amongſt all the com- 
plaints made againſt the world by thoſe who, 
being out of humour with themſelves, fancy 
they have reaſon to be fo with every body 
_ elſe, there is hardly any one more univerſal 
than that of the ingratitude they have met- 
with. Nor indeed is the complaint confined 
to ſuch perſons alone; for it muſt be owned, 
that even the benevolent heart will ſometimes 
find but too much reaſon for it, and muſt feel 
in ſome inſtances what it would wiſh to con- 
ceal from all the world. But ſuch inſtances 
ſhould not induce us to pronounce a general 
cenſure; and perhaps a more enlarged view 
of mankind might ſhew us, that the effects 
aſcribed to ingratitude are often owing to 
ſome other cauſe, and that thoſe who make 
F 3 the 
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the greateſt complaints are in fact thoſe who 
have the leaſt reaſon for them, and have them- 
ſelves given occaſion to that ingratitude of 
which they complain, by expecting ſuch re- 
turns as they have no right to claim. 


Perhaps theſe complaints, in many in- 
ſtances, may be owing to the want of diſtin- 
guiſhing ſufficiently between that ſort of gra- 
titude which is paid as a debt, and that which 
is a ſentiment of the heart. Every benefit 
conferred, according to its different degree, 
has a right to claim the firſt; a word or a 
look may inſpire the laſt more than the gift 
of millions could have done. 


| Theſe two kinds of gratitude are different 
in many inſtances, and may be entirely ſepa- 
rated; but painful | indeed is the lot of him 
who 1s reduced to owe the firſt, where he is 

rr 
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unable to fee] the laſt; for the firſt alone may 
be indeed a burden,—the laſt is always a plea- 
ſure; the firſt would be glad to return more 
than it has received, by way of diſcharging the 
debt. the laſt would make every return in its 
power, by way of expreſſing what it feels, but 
would never wiſh to loſe the impreſſion. In 
ſhort, the one is the return due to benefits, the 
other to kindneſs; the one may be claimed, 
and muſt be paid; but even to mention a claim 
to the other, would endanger the title to it. 


That benefits alone cannot give a right to 
this ſort of gratitude, will be evident, if we 
conſider that it is a ſentiment of the heart, 
which is, and can be paid only to kindneſs, 
or the appearance of kindneſs; and benefits 
may ſpring from very different motives, in 
which perhaps the perſon on whom they are 
conferred has in reality no concern, nor ever 
was 
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was the object in view; they may be embit- 
tered by a thouſand circumſtances which may 
make it a pain to receive them; or even with- 
out theſe, they may want that kindneſs which 
alone can make it a pleaſure to a delicate mind, 


In the early part of life, when the ſenti- 
ments have generally more vivacity than re- 
finement, and before experience has taught 
the fatal art of allaying every pleaſure by ſuſ- 

picion, theſe two kinds of gratitude generally 

go together. Every benefit is ſuppoſed to 
proceed from kindneſs, and is felt as ſuch; and 
as all the benevolent affections of an innocent 
heart are attended with pleaſure, they are 
generally at that time carried almoſt to ex- 
ceſs. Every appearance of kindneſs is then 
received with warm and affectionate grati- 
tude. Imagination beſtows a thouſand excel- 
lencies on the perſon from whom it comes; 


every 
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every thing is expected from the ſuppoſed 
friend, and every expreſſion of gratitude ſeems 


too little to return the kindneſs received. 


Perhaps a little time diſcovers the deceit; 
the obligation is found to have proceeded 
from ſome motive quite different from what 
was imagined; and the perſon who conferred 
it ſinks to a level with the reſt of the world. 
and diſappoints all the hopes which had been 
formed. The affectionate and grateful heart 
remains the ſame as before; but the object to 
which that affection and gratitude were ad- 
dreſſed, is no longer to be found; it wiſhes | 
to preſerve the ſame ſentiments, and grieves 
that it is unable to feel them: but the appa- 
rent change proceeds only from the former 
miſtake; and probably there is hardly any 
perſon of ſtrong ſenſibility: who has not ex- 
perienced mortifications of this ſort; and 
ingratitude may often have been laid to the 

. | charge. 
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charge of thoſe, whoſe only fault was, that 
they carried their gratitude, and their expreſ- 
ſions of it, to exceſs, without ſufficiently conſi. 
dering what grounds they had for it. Thoſe 
who make the complaint might by a different 
conduct have preſerved their claim, but com- 
plaints can never regain what they have loſt; 
to expect it, would be to ſuppoſe that un- 


kindneſs ſhould produce the ſame effect as 


: oo maze 


Far be it ever from our thoughts to offer 
any excuſe for real ingratitude. The perſon 


who is capable of it is a monſter in nature, 


whom all agree to condemn, and all would 


wiſh to avoid. But the greater our horror of 
the crime, the greater ſhould be our caution 


not to charge any with it unjuſtly; and the 
greater care and attention are neceſſary never 
to give occaſion to it. 

Thoſe 
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| Thoſe who are ſo ready to complain of the 
want of gratitude in others, ſhould examine 
their own hearts, and enquire whether they 
really have any right to that return which they 
expect; whether true kindneſs was indeed 
their motive and whether they have not 
allayed the obligation by ſuch circumſtances 
as muſt deſtroy the effect of it, and leave 
no impreſſion but a painful conſciouſneſs of 
owing a debt, inſtead of that heartfelt grati- 
tude which enjoys the thought of it? While 
thoſe who wiſh to inſpire true gratitude, 
ſhould conſider the means by which it may | ve 
gained; and they are ſuch as, more orleſs, are 
generally inthe power of all. 


To beſtow conſiderable benefits, 3 in- 
deed to few; but that kindneſs which comes 
from che heart, and which the heart feels and 
returns, is totally independent on ſuch cir- 

cumſtances. 
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cumftances. Without this, the greateſt bene- 
fits may give pain; with it, a trifle becomes 
important, and inſpires true and laſting gra- 
titude. For the exerciſe of this, numberleſs 
opportunities are continually preſenting them- 
felves in the daily intercourſe of life; and thoſe 
who are attentive to take advantage of them, 
will hardly be wanting on greater occaſions, 
either in doing acts of kindneſs, or in that 
manner of doing them, which changes an 
obligation from a burden to a pleaſure. They 
can enter into the feelings of thoſe they oblige, 
and are eager to ſpare them every circum- 
ſtance which may be painful; while thoſe who 
act upon different motives, will expect more 
than they have any title to, and probably 
much more than they themſelves would pay, 
if they could change places with the perſons 
obliged; for the excluſive regard to ſelf, which 
makes them complain ” loudly of the 1 ingra- 
| titude 
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titude they have met with, would probably 
make them ungrateful in their turn, if they 
were to receive obligations inſtead of confer- 
| ring them, 


But while we are conſidering that benevo- 
lence of heart which ſhould: be the ſource of 
every a& of kindneſs, and that delicacy of 
manners with which all ſuch acts ſhould be 
attended, (and indeed it is impoſſible to con- 
ſider them in too ſtrong a light) let us not 
however forget, that the want of theſe can by 
no means diſcharge the perſon obliged from 
gratitude conſidered as a duty; that is to ſay, 
from as much as it is in his power to pay; 
for more than that can never be required. 


Monſieur Do Cros, in his ingenious and 
elegant eſſay, © Sur les Moeurs, has many ex- 
cellent reflections on this ſubject, in which 

| | ä 
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che duties of perſons obliged are conſidered 
at large: (ſee chap. 16. ſur la Reconnoiſſance, 
& ſur VIngratitude). He concludes with an 
obſervation well deſerving particular atten- 
tion, becauſe it ſets in a ſtrong light the 
fallacy of an opinion which like many others 
has been too generally received without ſuffi- 
cient examination, merely becauſe it ſounds 
plauſible, His words are theſe :— 


« Jai plufieurs fois entendu avancer ſur ce 
* ſujet une opinion qui ne me paroit ni juſte 
te ni decente. Le caractere vindicatif part, 
_ « dit on, du meme principe que le caractere 
* reconnoiſſant, parce-qu'il eſt egalement na- 
© turel de ſe fouvenir des bons & des mau- 
© yais ſervices. Si le ſimple ſouvenir du bien 
et du mal quo a eprouve etoit la regle du 


« refſentiment qu'on en garde, on auroit raiſon, 
„ mais il n'y a rien de fi different, ni meme 
de 
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« de fi peu dependant l'un de autre. L'e- 
« ſprit vindicatif part de l'orgueil, ſouvent 
te uni avec le ſentiment de ſa propre foibleſſe; 
« on s' eſtime trop, et l'on craint beaucoup. 
„La reconnoiſſance marque d' abord un 
« eſprit de juſtice, mais elle ſupoſe encore 
« une ame diſpoſce a aimer, pour qui la haine 
« ſeroit un tourment, et qui sen affranchit 
« Il y a certainement des caracteres plus 
te aimans que-d'antres, et ceux la ſont recon- 
« noiflans par le principe meme qui les em- 
« peche d'ttre vindicatifs.” - 


* 
* — 2 
” 

W "©. 


This ſuppoſed connection between certain 

good and bad qualities, is an opinion we find 
often maintained, without being ſufficiently 
examined; though probably, in moſt inſtances, 
it would be found directly - contrary to the 
truth, as it has been ſhewn to be in his; and 
eee the 
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the conſequences of fuch an opinion are often 


of much greater importange than may at firſt 
be imagined. 


Pride, for inſtance, is generally ſaid to at- 
tend on ſuperior talents and attainments. In 
conſequence of this opinion, how oſten do we 
fee thoſe who are deſtitute of both, affecting 
that vanity which they ſuppoſe to belong to 
them, and endeavouring to gain the.reputa- 
tion of ſuperior excellence, by aſſuming the 
appearance of the fault which they imagine | 
is connected with it; while thoſe who-poſſeſs 
the qualities which others would affect, are 

_ continually aſpiring to greater degrees of 
excellence; and finding that their higheſt 
attainments always fall ſhort of their wiſhes, ü 
even by thoſe attainments are taught humilit 
The ſame might be obſerved in many other 
inſtances. Vim a and vice, the amiable and 
$27: | unamiable 
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unamiable qualities, are in their om nature 
oppoſite, and more or leſs tend to deſtroy 
each ocher, wheneyer they ſupſiſt in any de- 
gree in the ſame character; and perhaps the 
moſt effectual way of eradicating any bad dif 
poſition from the minds f young-perſans, js 
not ſo much by attacking it directix, as by 
endeavouring to cultivate thoſe good qualities 
which are particularly contrary: 80 it, and 10 
give them a clear and juſt idea of thoſe which 
eme led $0 imagine 3 are * 


— —_— «bel eek 


i ſt derive ins erg nete wide 
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are contrary to them? A very little reaſon- 
ing and reflection muſt ſurely be ſuffcient to 
convince any one of the fallacy of ſuch an 
opinion; but to thoſe who really feel that dif- 
poſition to affection and gratitude of which 
others talk, all reaſoning upon the ſubj ect 
miſt be unneceſſary: thoſe ſentiments will be 
ever cheriſhed; and notwithſtanding the many | 
mortifications and diſappointments with which 
they may be attended, they will ſtill, in ſome 
degree, carry their reward along with them. 
Our feelings are greatly influenced by our 
| purſuits, and by thoſe objects which engage 
our attention. The perſon who is continually 
in purſuit of « opportunities for exerciſing. the 
benevolent affections, cither by conferring or 
acknowledging” Kindneſs, will overlook a 
thouſand trifling cauſes of offence which 
might have awakened reſentment i in the breaſt 
of another; while thoſe in whom the ſelfiſh 
278 ” : -' | paſſions 
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| paſſions prevail, will be equally inſenfible to 

numberleſs inſtances of kindneſs which would 
have filled the hearts of others with gratitude 
and j joy; juſt as a perſon who is eager in the 
chace will diſregard the beauties of the prof- 

pect which ſurrounds him, and know no more 
of the country through which he paſſed than 
if 18 mag never nr It. 


But while the affeQtionate and grateful heart 
thus purſu ues and en oys every opportunity of 
exerciſing thoſe qualities, it muſt be owned, 
at the ſame time, that they : may lead to many 
mortifications and diſappointments. Thoſe 
who are eager to catch at every appearance of 
kindne ſs, may ſometimes be miſled by falſe 
appearances ; and thoſe who are diſpoſed to 


love all who. have ſhewn them any kindneſs, 


may afterwards find d that their affection T 
been miſplaced. 5 


f 
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To prevent ſuch miſtakes, as far as the ob- 


ſervation of mankind and delicacy of judg- 
ment can do i it, is certainly deſirable ; but to 


avoid. them enti Irely, is perhaps impoſſible: : 
and furely none would wiſh to avoid them by 
running into the contrary extreme, and loſing 


all the pleaſures attending o on ſuch diſpoſitions. 


It ſhould however be obſerved, that this 
diſpoſition to ſeek for obligations, relates to 
kindneſſes, rather than to conſiderable bene- 
fits. Affection muſt precede the benefit, or 
at leaſt muſt be engaged by the manner of 
conferring it, in order to make it a pleaſure 
to a perſon of true delicacy. This does not 
proceed from pride; but becauſe ſuch a per- 
ſon, having a high ſenſe of gratitude, is un- 


willing to contract an engagement to one he 


cannot eſteem and love. To be unable to 
entertain thoſe ſentiments which might be 
thought 


85 


thought due, would be to him a e ad 
Luſfering; while one whoſe feelings are cen 
tered in himſelf, is glad to get what he wants 
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about making any return for it; or at leaſt 
thinks he has done this very ſufficiently by 
conferring ſome favour which he 1hagines to 
be equivalent to what he has received; Yet, 
in fact, a real obligation freely conferred on 
one who had no claim to it, and willingly 
received by him as ſuch, can never afterwards 
be cancelled by any act of the perſon who 
received it, even though it ſhould be in his 
power to return benefits far beyond what he has 
received; becauſe, in one reſpect, they muſt 
always fall ſhort of it: for the firſt benefix 
conferred was a free and unmerited kindneſs 
to which the perſon obliged had no title; bur 
no return can ever be ſuch, and all that can be 
W it, is ſtill but a rem, 

G 3 however 
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however it may exceed in other reſpects: ſo 


that the perſon who once acknowledges him- 


ſelf to be under an obligation, though he may 
not be bound to make all the- returns which 
an unreaſonable perſon may require, is yet 
bound for ever to acknowledge it. 


This however relates chiefly to ſuch obl 1 
gations as are really conferred with a view to 


ſerve the perſon obliged. The caſe is dif- 


ferent when one perſon is benefited by another 


merely from a concurrence of accidental cir- 


cumſtances, or when the benefit was conferred 


from oſtentation, or with a view to gain ſome 


greater benefit in return. In theſe laſt caſes 
indeed it ſeems a ſort of bargain, in which the 
perſon who gains what he aimed at has re- 
ceived his price, and has no reaſon to com- 
plain. Yet even in theſe, and indeed in 
every inſtance, the ty grateful will ever be 
ready 
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ready to acknowledge the obligations re- 
ceived, in their various degrees, though the 
ſentiments excited by ſuch obligations are far 

. different from thoſe which are the return * 

to 1 kindneſs. % erbitte ed rw 


Fo That n vw ſometimes be a duty 
when it is not a pleaſure, is but too certain 3 
that from being a true and heartfelt pleaſure, 
it may become a burden, is no leſs ſo but the 
pleaſure of ſelf-approbation ſtill remains to 
compenſate theſe mortifications: and they 
muſt be inſenſible indeed who ever felt that 


pleaſure while they were acting an ungrateful | 
part, or who can be n nn | 


| The e 1 ſelfiſh 8 miſtake 
their own happine ſs; and i in no inſtance more 


than in this of gratitude. Thoſe who know 


Wis it 1s to feel 1 its tendereſt and moſt refined 5 


ſentiments, 


en, 
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ſentiments, When the kindneſs of ſome friend, 
truly loved and valued, makes the heart over- 
flow with gratitude and joy, and all language 
ſeems too weak to expreſs what it feels, 
will be little inclined to envy thoſe who are 
too proud to be obliged, and too ſelf-ſufficient 
to think they ſtand in need of any thing which 
the kindneſs of others can beſtow. Even the 
little acts of kindneſs attending on the daily 
occurrences of life, afford pleaſure far beyond 


| their reach; for the intercourſe of real kind- 


nes; and that gratitude which is its due re- 
turn, whether expreſſed in the ſmalleſt or the 


greateſt matters, is always attended with a 
hearrfelt atis faction on both ſides; and they | 


know little of their own intereſt, who from 
ſibility, or inattention, neglect the 
. tee ei or leſs les 


—— 


: hae 
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Bur if hs grateful heart — Fookk | 
ſatisfaction i in the ſentiments excited by. little 


and imperfect kindneſſes, and paid to frail 


and imperfect beings, how exquiſite muſt be 

the delight attending on that gratitude which 
s excited by infinite obligations, and paid to 
Infinite Perfection! No doubt can here inter- 
vene as to the motive which gave occaſion to 


the benefit conferred. We had no claim on 


aur Almighty Benefactor, and can make him! 


no return: for we have nothing but what we 
have received. Here we can have no appre- 
henſion of carrying our love and gratitude too 


far, and being reduced to grieve for the fault 


and imperfections of thoſe on whom they were 
beſtowed, and from whom they cannot nom 
be recalled, All is perfection of goodneſs, . 
and all our love. and gratitude muſt. ever fall 
ſhort of what we owe. No fears can here ariſe -. 
of a change of conduct, or that a friend and 

1 5 benefactor 
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- benefactor may ceaſe to be ſuch, and wound 

the grateful heart by unkindneſs and upbraid- 
ings; the ſame. goodneſs will for ever con- 
tinue, and our warmeſt gratitude be ever 
overpaid by new inſtances of that kindneſs 
which can never fail but through our own 


Religion to the truly grateful heart is a con- 
tinual exerciſe of that virtue; and conſidered 

in-this view, what a. pleaſure is diffuſed over 
the moſt painful trials to which it can ever 
call us! Our exiſtence, with every bleſſing 
attending on it; —our redemption, with the 
2 hopes of Peace and pardon ſecured ; by. it | 
and-an eternity of happineſs prepared for us 
_ hereafter ;—are ſurely benefits ſufficient to 

awaken oratitude in the moſt unfeeling heart: 
and can it be poſſible that thoſe on whom a 
kind word or look can make an impreſhion 


never 
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neyer to be effaced, ſhould: be inſenſible to 
benefits like theſe; or return them merely by 
a cold obedience, often paid-unwillingly; in- 
ſtead of that warm and animated: gratitude; 
which thinks it can never do 2 to ex- 
preſs what it feels? 


Gratitude, excited by real kindneſs, and 
joined with true affection and eſteem, can 
never be a lifeleſs, inactive ſentiment; it will 
be continually ſeeking opportunities to expreſs 
itſelf; it will conſider every ſuch opportunity 
as a valuable acquiſition; and though it ſhould 
be attended with pain and difficulty, it will 
find a ſatisfaction even in theſe, hecauſe in 
theſe it can ſhew itſelf moſt ſtrongly. It will 
exert itſelf even in trifles, and be expreſſed 
in words and looks, though nothing farther 
ſhould be in its power. But when gratitude 
18 raiſed to the 2 Object, the means of 

LW expreſſing 
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expreſſing it can never be wanting; every 
exerciſe of every virtue performed with 
view will be accepted as ſuch; and what a ſa- 
tisfaction muſt the grateful heart enjoy, from 
the thought of being continually employed in 
expreſſing its ſentiments, by making ſuch re- 
turns as the * . _ m 
will accept} _—_ 


With this view, how earneſtly will it ſeck 
for every means of doing good to others! 
With what patience and benevolence will it 
ſupport every injury received, and endeavour 
by the gentleſt means to bring back offenders 
to peace and goodneſs, inſtead of exaſperating 
them by. reproaches and upbraidings? 


Conſidered in this view, how pleaſing wil! 
every difficult .exerciſe of virtue appear; and 
what'a 2 ſource of comfort and 
. ſatisfaction 
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ſakis ien will be found even in (he erent 


All may ferve to | expreſs our gratitude; _ 
to thoſe who truly feel it, this muſt always 
be a pleaſure. Nor need the meaneſt and the 
weakeſt ever be afraid that their humble ef- 
forts will paſs unnoticed, . Earthly benefac- 
tors may be removed beyond our reach; and 
even when preſent, they are liable to be miſled 
by falſe appearances, and may be often miſ- 
taken in the opinions they form of the gra- 
titude they have met with; but He who ſees 
the heart, will obſerve and accept the filent 
wiſhes of the truly grateful, when wiſhes only ; 
are in their power, for 1 it is the gratitude of the 
heart which He. requires; ; the means of ex- 
| preſling i it e on outward circumſtances. 5 

How happy then are they in 1 whom theſs . 
ſentiments are warm and active: for here | 
| gratitude 
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gratitude is continually excite by new be- 
nefits; and here it may be indulged to the 
greateſt height, without fear of ee and | 


without doubt of acceptance, 


The heavenly intercourſe is continued 
through life. Religion, inſtead of being a 
reſtraint upon the inclinations, becomes an 
indulgence of them. Numberleſs inſtances of 
infinite goodneſs are diſcovered which would 
eſcape the obſervation of the thoughtleſs and 


inattentive. The pleaſure of gratitude i is in- 


creaſed by every exerciſe of it; and new efforts 
are continually excited to make every poſlible 
return; ;—efforts which muſt always be at- 
tended with a heartfelt pleaſure, becauſe they 
flow from a delightful principle, and are cer- 
tain of e. 
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Thus may gratitude afford continual plea- 

ſures even in this world, and lead us at length 

to that bleſſed ſtate, where it will be continu- 

ally excited by unbounded benefits, and exer- 
ciſed and enjoyed through eternity. 


.  ————_—_ 
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HOEVER takes an attentive fu rvey of 
mankind, cannot fail to be ſtruck 
with this obſervation— That, in general, all 
are roving about in purſuit of enj oyment, and 
ſeldom think of ſeeking i it within themſelves. 


It is very certain that man was formed for 
ſociety; and-it is his duty, as well as intereſt; 
to cultivate a ſocial diſpoſition; 'to endeavour 
to make himſelf uſeful and pleaſing to others; 
to promote and to enjoy their happineſs; to 
encourage the friendly affections, and find in 
them the ſource of the greateſt pleaſures which 

Vol. II. H this 
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this world can beſtow. But alas! Society, 
too often exhibits a far different ſcene. We 


ſee wearineſs and diſguſt reign in the gayeſt 
aſſemblies. 


Converſation, inſtead of turning upon ſuch 
ſubjects as might at once afford amuſement 
and improvement oſten languiſhes for want 
of materials, or is engroſſed by the moſt tri- 
fing ſubjects, ſo that it is often merely an 
idle diſſipation of time perhaps even a per- 
nicious abuſe of it; ſince it may afford 
opportunities for the exerciſe of many bad 
qualities, which, by appearing in diſguiſe, are 
rendered ſtill more miſchieyous. Ill-nature 
Ghelrers itſelf under the maſk of wit. A deſire 
to. depreciate the merit of the abſent, or per- 
haps to, mortify the preſent, endeavours to paſs 
itſelf off for the love of fincerity and truth, 
— 2 of zeal. in the cauſe of 
15 £4 virtue. 
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virtue. Vanity aſſumes the appearance af 
every good and amiable quality, as occaſion 
offers; or flatters the weakneſſes of others, 

and applauds what ought to be condemned, 
in hopes of gaining favour, and being flat- 
tered in return. Sometimes merely for want 
of ſomething to ſay, and without the leaſt in- 
. tention of doing miſchief, an idle report is 
repeated, which tends to injure an innocent 


perſon—perhaps trreparably; or fix a trifling 
ridicule upon a worthy character, and thereby 
deſtroy. the influence of its good example. 
By theſe, and numberleſs other means, con- 
verſation is prevented from that purpoſe for 
which it w-as intended; and a meeting of ra- 
tional beings, which ſhould have contributed 
to improve the powers of their. minds, by 
mutually affiſting each other, and to ſtrengthen 
the ties of affection and benevolence,” by the 

continual exerciſe of thoſe qualities, oſten 
H 2 produces 
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produces a quite contrary effect, and they 

part filled with far different ſentiments, and 
weary, and diſſatisfied Wick. themſelves and. 
with each. other. b 


4 8 8 hve be aſſigned for this 
ſtrange, though too frequent abuſe of what 
ſeems calculated to afford the higheſt rational 
entertainment, ſince every vice and folly. con- 
_ tributes towards it; but amongſt others, this 

is certainly one That mankind often ſeck ſo- 
ciety, not with a view to be uſeful and pleaſing 
to others, or even with any great expectation 
of being pleaſed themſelves, but merely be- 
cauſe they know not how to amuſe themſelves 
alone; and thoſe who aſſociate with others, 

becauſe they are weary of themſelves, are not 


very likely to contribute to the a or ad- 
vantage of er. 


While 


ie kr . 


. While all are in purſuit 6f Arb in 
firange to obſerve that there are ſo few; h 


cultivate and improve thoſe powers: which = 


they poſſeſs within themſelves; and the conſe- 
quences of this neglect are ,centainly much 
more fatal, even to preſent eee than i is: | | 
l W 
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Seppel it were Wen that. thoſs who 
cannot pleaſe themſelves in ſolitude ſhould be 
able to pleaſe others: and be happy in ſociety 3 
yet it is impoſſible to be always engaged in ĩt: 
and even thoſe who have the greateſt opportu- 
nities of enjoying it, know not how ſdon they 
may be reduced to a ſtate, of ſolitude. | It is 
therefore highly neceſſary, for all, to provide 
themſelves with ſolitary pleaſures; for the 
mind of man is naturally active; it wants 
employment and amuſement, and if it be not 
ET with ſuch as are iI uſeful, 
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10 vill be apt to fink into a ſtare of languor 
anddifguſt; or to run aſtray into the wildeſt 
_ extrivagancies of fancy, which may lead in- 
ſenſibly into endleſs doubts: and errors, pro- 
ductiue of conſequences which may prove 
fatal to happineſs both here and hereafter. 


It is therefore certainly a point of import- 


| _ ance to all, and eſpecially: to thoſe who are 


entering into life, to cultivate thofe powers 
and diſpofitions of mind which may prove 
ſources of innocent anuſement,, When theſe 
are neglected, they are eaſily 1oſt; but being 
exerciſed; they wilt oominually improve: and 
if properly directed, the may be productive 
n ee as well as ke” 
The 2 which any object makes 

upon the mind, often depends much leſs upon 
AG 5 chun on the Uſpolition of the 


perſon 


363 i 


perſon who receives it, and the light in LED 
hb has * accuſtomed to cel dings. 


» 


 Sippoſe a lite number of perſons enteting 
at once into 4 thick wodd: one will enjoy 
the refreſhing ſhade; anothet will complain 
that it deprives him of the proſpect; a ice 
will be employed itt obſerving the various 
kinds of trees and plants which it contains; 
a fourth will cönfider therm as the riches of 
the nation, he will form them i in imagination 
into ſhips, and ſuppoſe them maintaining the 
empire of the ſeas, or ſpreading our com- 
merce round che world; another will think 
of the money they might produce, he will 
Jong for the power of levellir ing them all with | 
the ground, and carrying tlie profits to the 
gaming table — Perhaps t to tome i it may ap- 
pear only as a gloomy ſolitude, which they 
wiſtr to quit as ſoon as Hoſſible; while others, 


Ack 
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truck th the awful ſcenery of the Place, | 
feel their minds elevated by it, and enjoy an 
exalted kind of pleaſure, which can OY be 


again wt Sg it > as, "he. = — 5 
muſt paſs through, and go on, as faſt as they 
can, without paying the leaſt attention to the 
objects which ſurround them. Yet the foreſt 
is ſtill the ſame, and as, an, object of ſenſe 
makes the ſame impreſſion on all; though the 
emotions excited i in the mind, may perhaps 
be different i in every one who enters it. 

2 "The ſame will be Iron” to be the caſe in re- 
gard to moſt of the objects which engage our 
attention; ; and though, this difference in the 
impreſſion | made by them, depends in ſome 
degree on natural diſpoſition, yet certainly it 
alſo depends on many circumſtances which 
are by no means as independent on. ourſelves 
as wh are apt to imagine. 
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One perſon takes a book merely to paſs 
away the time; another takes it in hopes of 


gaining admiration afterwards, by diſplaying 


the knowledge he has acquired the firſt is 
Lired, the ſecond diſappointed; yet perhaps 
the book was calculated to yield both pleaſure 
and improyement to one who read it with a 
view to theſe. Another reads becauſe it is 
the faſhion, and thinks to acquire the reputa= 
tion of taſte, by admiring what has been ad- 
W by thoſe who are eſteemed good judges; 
but his reading muſt be a taſk, ſince his me- 
mory, not his feelings and his judgment, muſt 
inform him when he is to be pleaſed; and 
what he is to commend; Another takes a 
contrary method, and thinks he ſhall ſhew 
ſuperior delicacy and penetration by diſliking 
what others approve, and diſcovering faults 
which they did not obſerve; he reads with a 
ceſolution not to be pleaſed, and in this hgje 
| will 
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ul certainly ſucceed; and will not only de- 
prive himſelf of a preſent pleaſure, but the 
fame iſpofnlon will probably be extended to 
other inſtances; and by degrees may poiſon all 
the ſweets of life ifor-every pleaſure in this 
world muſt in its own nature be imperfect, 
ant thoſe who :aceuſtom themſelves to ſcek 
for ſomething to find fault with, will acquire 
an habit of viewing the' dark fide' of every 
thing; till they loſe the power of enjoyirig any 
pleaſure, and the whole world can afford them 
rü but N of diflike. | 


Wes . be . for a time with * 
only ſtrikes the ſenſts; or engages the atten- 
tion; A fe picture, a beautiful proſpect, 
z melodious voice, an entertaining hiſtory, 
can hardly fail to afford fome pleaſure to 
every one; but they will make a flight im- 
preſſion on thoſe. who' have never cultivated a 
Bt” | taſte 
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cafte for ſuch things; for any pleaſure in 
which the mind is merely paſſive; can afford 
only a tranſient ſatisfaction; but when the 
object "preſented to us (of whatever kind it 


may be) awakens the imagination, and calls 
the power of the mind into action, it may 


then be really enjoyed, and may lead to plea- 
ſures far beyond what at firſt ſight it ſeemed 
calculated to produce, by exciting new fenti- 
ments and reflections, and exerciſing and 
improving thoſe faculties on Ln our ei 
n fo much ann, 


There is - tio of mind in 
many. perſons, which is rio leſs prejudicial ta 
their happineſs than to their improvement; 
they will not be at the trouble of ſeeking for 
| pleaſures i in their own ftores, or of contribu- 
ridge their yore to the enjoyment of thoſe which 

ented to them, but run continually 
f from | 


: . ; 
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from one object to another, and ahead their 
lives in a fruitleſs purſuit of what, by the help 
of a little exertion, they might have found in 
numberleſs inſtances which they have over 
looked, and what, in fact, they never can enjoy, 
while they conſider it as in aerger, 


on themſelves. 


Iti is ; owing to * dit we. MP all as of | 
public -amuſement ſo much frequented by 
perſons who, appear. to take, no pleaſure in 
them. They cannot amuſe: themſelyes, and 
therefore they go where they are told amuſe- 
ment will be provided for them; and though 
they feel themſelves. diſappointed,” they are 
unwilling to own it either to themſelves or 
others, for they know no remedy, nor will chey 
be at the trouble of ſeeking any- This gives 
an air of gloomineſs to every place. of amuſe- 
ment, for. even the el ſcenes cannot affor d. 

pleaſure 
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pleaſure: to thoſe who. do not bring with them 
a diſpoſition to be pleaſed themſelves, -and to 

enjoy and endeavour to promote the pleaſure 
of others. | £6 | 


It has been obſerved, that pain would be a 
trifle, could we baniſh memory and anticipa- 
tion, and feel only that of the preſent moment: 
the ſame will be found true in regard to plea- 
ſure. We muſt reflect in order to ſuffer or 
enjoy in any great degree. The pleaſure which 
drives away thought will be felt only for the 
moment, and will leave a vacancy of mind 
behind it, which will ſoon lead to that ſtate 
of diſtaſte and wearineſs ſo contrary to every 
real enjoyment; and often more difficult to 
ſupport than even poſitive ſufferings. | 


This is true not only of trifling amuſements, | 
hu even of thoſe of a more. exalted. kind. 
Reflection 
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Reflection is neceſſary to the enjoyment of all; 
and therefore to acquire an habit of it, is a 
point of the utmoſt importance to happineſs | 
in every ſituation in life; yet it is a point 
much too little attended to, in moſt ſyſtems 
of education. 21 


Inſtruction (according to the uſual method) 
conſiſts in exerciſing the memory, while the 
other powers of the mind are neglected, and 
either become totally inactive, or elſe run wild 
into a thouſand extravagancies, and prove the 
moſt fatal enemies to that happineſs which 
they were intended to promote; in. order to 
which it is neceſſary that they ſhould be cul- 
| tivated and improved, and directed to proper 
objects, not loſt for want of exertion, nor ſup- 
preſſed from a fear of the miſchiefs they may 
occaſion. The beſt book, or the moſt inſtruc- 
tive converſation , will afford little pleaſure or 

advantage, 
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advantage, by being merely remembered, in 
compariſon of what it .might afford by exci- 
ting new reflections in the mind, which lead 
to a new train of thought, and make the 
| riches of others become in ſome ſort its o. 
Without this, every kind of ſtudy will be 
dull and unintereſting, becauſe it will only 
fill the memory, without improving the mind, 
or affecting the heart. A new language will 
only furniſh a new ſer of words; but by com- 
paring it with thoſe already known, it might 
find means of explaining our ſentiments and 
ideas more diſtinctly, and perhaps of ſetting 
ge in a clearer _ even to ourſelves. | 
- The Aud * any branch of hoe 
inſtead of being merely an employment for 
the memory, may tend to new obſervations 
and diſcoveries, and raiſe the mind by de- 
en to contemplations of a far higher kind. 
LIEN | Hiſtory, 
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.. Hiſtory, inſtead of ſupplying us only with 
the knowledge of facts, may give us a farther 
inſight into the human heart, and-. furniſh 
many uſeſul obſervations in regard to our 
conduct in life, if we accuſtom ourſelves to 
ſeek the remote cauſes of great events, and 
trace to their ſource the ſecret ſprings of 
action, which will often be found far different 
from what at firſt ſight they * to have 
been. — And, 


LY Poetry, from a trifling amuſement, may be 
raiſed to a pleaſure of the higheſt kind, if it 
, makes us feel more ſtrongly the exalted ſenti- 
ments which it expreſſes, and elevates the 
mind to a contemplation of its native dignity, 
and a conſciouſneſs of powers for enjoyment 
beyond what any thing in this world can 
ſatisfy. By ſuch methods as theſe, ſome kind 
of improvement may be found in almoſt 
| 7 i | every 
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every ſtudy, haſides that which is its ive» 
diate object; and a conſciouſoels of improxa: 
ment, is à never failing ſource of pleaſure, - 


Tha ſame method might alſa often bg ap- 
plied to, the common occurrences af private 
life. Whenever . improyement: ig veally- ihe 
object of purſuit, numbetleſa eppartunitiee 
for attaining it (toa generally; oẽ,jumdokad) wall 
_ be. continually, preſenting themnſt inis and it 
is aſtoniſhing to abferve how often ſuck: q- 
portunitics are loſt, - from, mete  inattentions 
within ourſelves. Thoſe: who are eoptimutly 
employed: in endeavouring to diſplay hr 
talents to others, will ſcarce even do thig: t 

any. purpoſe; their attention. is engaggad by 
what they with to appear to be, not by Mh 

they really are: and this is oſteij cartiedꝭ i far, 
that they impoſe upon themſeburs as welbas 
Vor. II. others; | 
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others; and while this deception continues, 
the evil is without a remedy, and all hope of 
improvement muſt be entirely at a ſtand. 


There is indeed hardly any thing ſo fatal 
to improvement of every kind, as the practice 
which too generally prevails in the world of 
ſubſtituting appearances in the Place of reali- 
ties; and thoſe inſtructions which teach che 
art of doing this, (however plauſible they: may 

appear in many inſtances) will be found to be 
far more pernicious than at firſt ſight would 
be imagined, not only by ſetting up another 
object of purſuit, in the place of real improve- 
ment, and teaching a continual habit of de- 
ceit, but alſo by bringing true merit into 
diſcredit. Thoſe who are conſcious that 
they ate acting a part themſelves, will always 
be apt to ſuſpect others of doing the like; 
and thoſe who can find means of acquiring 
4s © 5 l J 


d | | * 0 : 
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reputation of ast of u kind, which 
they; 40 not poſſeſs, will hardly, be at the 
trouble afterwards MPs to vie 
W i n ung Of n 21 1 


ob 8 ho a "wy ns of | 
ſelf-deceit, Our thoughts are not diſſipated 
by a yariety of objects, nor employed in en- 
deavouring to gain the good opinion of others: 
nor is the judgment we form of ourſelves 
made dependent on that opinion, as it ſome- ; 
times happens in ſociety, eſpecially when. we 
have any reaſon to believe, that it: inclines to 
the ſide moſt favourable to our vanity. We 
muſt then feel and improve thoſe powers 
which ye poſſeſs, in order to enjoy them; 
and for this reaſon, as well as many others, 
it may be highly uſeful to all, to be ſometimes 
accuſtomed to ſolitude; eſpecially in the early 
* of life, while the mind enjoys its full 
| A Vigour, 
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vigour, and the ſpirits are not broken by ſiek- 
neſs and afffictions; they will then find the 
reſources which they poſſeſs, and learn hat 
it is poſſible to amuſe and improve themſelves, 
Probably a time will come when ſolitude will 
be unavoidable, or when, from diſtaſte to 
Weiety or many other cauſes, it may appear 
deſirable. But to thoſe who have never been 
accuſtomed to enjoy the pleafures and advan- 
tages it might afford, it will then (in all pro- 
Unconfcious of thoſe reſources which they 
might have found within themſelves, and un- 
accuſtomed to intellectual pleaſures, they will 
hardly be able 20 acquire a reliſh for them at 
à time when the fpirits, and perhaps the tem- 
on” impaired by the diſappointments, and 
mortificutions of ſociety. They will be apt to 
ae on diſcontented thoughts, and fancy 
— better than the reſt af the world, 
| merely 
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merely becauſe they are wary of it, till cheir 
benevolence is weakened by continually view- 
ing every thing in the worſt light, and they 
grow proud of the faults" ef eien, hot of 
ee wl 


In ſuch a ſtate of mind no en will 
be gained by being obliged to take a nearer 
view of their owti character and conduct; for, 
inſtead of compating themſelves with that 
degree of excellence which they thight have 
attained, they will form their Judgment by a 
compariſon of themſelves with the -infivour. 
able opinion they have formed f others; and 
their ill-humonr,” as well as their vanity, will 
ſecure to themiſelves' the preference," yet will 
deprive them at the anne time of uny ſatls- 
faction this preference might afford; for their 
Alchumour wil make them garden to 
3 and their vanity will make chem 


N eager 
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eager to gain the applauſe of others, and be 
continually miortified and diſap 
ſolitude will be added to the diſguſts of ſociety; 
the pleaſures of the one Will be loſt, and thoſe : 

of the other unknown or unen} * 
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Avis impaſiible 10 engeete the pleaſures 
ſelf, or the advantages which may be derived 
from them; they are far beyond all deſcrip- 
tion; and can only be known by being enjoyed. 
Indeed from a difference of character and cir- 
gummſtances, they may perhaps be different 
in every perſon; but every one who ſeeks 
them, will probably find, chat he may enjoy 
mn one tha ho: had any wption: Bing 55 
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edn delightful might i it vis race to our- 
a the image of all that is moſt beautiful 
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and pleaſing in nature, to renew the impreſſion 
which ſuch objects have formerly made upon 
the mind, and then endeavour to improve in 


imagination upon what we have ſeen. To 
oblerye the cauſes, of thoſe; effects which we 
ſee, as far as they, are obyious to our notice, 

and try to diſcover thoſe which, are yet un- 
ae to us; to recal ſuch Paſt events; as 

have afforded us true a and to antici- 
reafter hope for, or 

re pleaſing than 
ay we haue everyer known, or probably ſhall 
ever. find in this world: to ſoar beyond. all 
bounds of ſpace or time, and d try to, catch 3 

glance at objects which are NPs. beyond our 
preſent powers of comprehenſion. In ſhort, 
to exert the powers, of the mind, to enjoy and 

improve thoſe faculties; by which man is dif- 
tinguiſhed from, the inferior creation; ro feel 

that they are en on outward « 
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tüne tue dente cr dür bn dien eas 
us eo be more ebe ur of ethers. 
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away the prejudices through which we ave | 
apt to view their words and actions, When 
they happen to wound our pride; or oppoſe 
our purſuits. While we feel ourſttves hurt, 
we are apt to appravite the fuult of the of. 
Fender, Which perhaps, if confidered in ith 
true light, and aſcribed to its tru matives, 
would Tn to be no file at all. i 


* ee ay be exerted in con- 
triving ſchemes to de gbod to cthbrs, which, 
even thongh they Thowld never take effect, 
will Mill afford a pleaſing exereiſe cb the mind, 
and ebntribute t preſerve that heavenly dif- 


PORGGH in its Full vigour, und make us mort 
ready to purſue and embrace all ſuch oppor- 
Uinities as may afterwards be found, 


© 
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Thus every virtue may, in ſome ſort; be 2 


exciſed, even when all the apparent means of 


exerciſing them are taken away, for our 
thoughts may {till be employed in conſider- 
ing in what manner we would wiſh te act, in 
various circumſtances and ſituations; and: by 
ſuch means as theſe, we may improve our- 
ſelves i in every thing that is good and valuable, 
and enjoy, in ſome degree, the good effects of 
w-perſorm:.. : toning bog Mad 9117 

| While the thoughts acquire an habit of 
viewing things in their true light, the pbea- 
ſures of goodneſs are felt, and the conduct 


it would dictate, is impreſſed on the heart, 


and may remain ready to be called forth to 
action on future occaſions, in ſpite of the op- 
poſition which preſent objects and 


may then make to it. ; 1699 
What 
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V It afford us, 10 nde ourſelves * 
exalted! repreſentation of every 5 


real life: to en chem in their greats. 
eſt excellence; to feel our minds elevated; 
and bur hearts ward the'repialintirion; 
while our moſt carneſt' deſires are excited to 
attain” to that perfection which we! admire, 
and every difficulty” which can oppoſe o our 
efforts, and every ſuffering which may attend 
them, appear trifling on the compariſon, and 
unworthy of the attention of an immortal 
mind. Then, to conſider the great and glo- 
rious purpoſes for which that mind was in- 
tended ; the joys which alone can ſatisfy it; 
the extent of its powers; and the eternity of 
its duration 


In 
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In ſuch contemplations as theſe; the ſoul 
ſeems to expand itſelf. and enjoy ita native 
excellence; it feels itſelf raiſed above the little 
ſome approach to that happineſs for which 
it was formed, and which, even in the midſt 
of all that preſent enjoyments can beſtow, 
and in ſpite of a thouſand diſappointments, 
it muſt for ever /purſhe;. while the powers 
and the hopes it feels, afford an earneſt of joys 
which are calculated to ſatiafy acne 
ſurely they were not 393 
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Tang, ia n cm in 1 Out of 

our Bleſſed Saviour delivered more po- 
ſitively than this, r 1 PERFECT.” | It is 
addreſſad to all, nb exception is made in fa. 
vour ef any, and Gop does not require from 
upon mankind, and the different ſituations in 
which we are placed in this world, it ſeems 
lible that all ſhould | attain te an 


wich Pa of excellence. The powers and 
faculties of many are confined, the influence 
af moſt men extends but to a very ſmall circle; 
and while they admire at a diſtance the vir- 

tues 
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tues of thoſe who have moved in a more ex- 
alted ſphere, and by their actions or ſufferings 
have benefited mankind, and done honour to 
the religion they profeſs, they are apt to ima- 
vine, that as theſe are heights of excellence to 
which they. never can attain, thoſe precepts 
which ſeem to require ſuch exalted Pertec: 
tion cannot relate to them; that to aim at it 
would be. attempting an impoſſibility; and that 
ſuch endeavours: muſt be left to thoſe whoſe 
powers are greater, and whoſe influence is 
more extenſive. Vet the precept is general, 
and therefore certainly cannot ur 
77 r en in . —_ of Fo 


14 : 7 : 1 
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What then is this PerſeQion whack i is thus 
required of all, and which therefore certainly 
may be attained by the poor and dependant, 
the ſick, and helpleſs, as well as ee 
* and n the rich and happy? 
Perfection ; 


On. Chriflion Perfenim. ay 


Perfection, in any created being, muſt 
mean the higheſt degree of excellence which 


that a is capable of attaining; abſolute 
erfection, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; 


bein Ris an eſſential attribute of Gop alone. 


It muſt conſiſt in the utmoſt exertion of thoſe 


powers with which: that: being has been en- 


dowed by his Maker, and in applying them 


all to the beſt purpoſes. But as the powers 


given to every different order of being, and 


probably to every individual, are different; 


the degree of excellence which conſtitutes 


ferent; and one who has exerted his little 
talents to the utmoſt, may be much nearer to 


perfection than another in appearance greatly 


ſuperior; to him in excellence, but who had 
talents to have; made him much more ſo, if 


he had employed them as he ought. 


; 
. * 


- This 
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This muſt always occaſion great. uncer- 

ninty in the judgments we form of others, 
fince we can never know, the powers with 
with which they are obliged to ſtruggle, and 
therefore can never judge how near they may | 
have advanced to that perfection which it 
was in their power ta attain. Perhaps the 
neighbour, may have ariſen from ſome motive 
unknown to us, which, in the eye of Him who 
ſees the heart, may greatly leſſen its malignity. 
Perhaps, through ignorance or prejudice, it 

may appear to him in a very different light. 
Such conſiderations ſhould make us very 
cautious in the. judgments we paſs upon 
others, and always inelined to hope the beſt, 
and to give the moſt favourable interpreta- 
tion to every action; fince, for ought we know, 
it may on the moſt juſt. 


But 


129 


ut with regard to-ourſelves, the caſe is far 
different, 'and;crwei.are by no means liable to 
the ſame difficulties, ſince the fault we ee, we 
certainly may endeavour * to mend; and if 
that endeavour be fincere, we eee 
that. it: will be aſfiſted and 
VAR ARI 19g 200 Hinder i EH echutryertc: 
Some good we can all do, and if we doll 
rkhat is in our power; however little that power 
may be, we have performed our part, and 
may be as near perfection as thoſe:whoſe" in- 
fluence extends over kingdoms, and whoſe 
good actions are felt and applauded by thou- 
ſands. But theti we muſt be ſure that we do | 
all we can, and exert to the utmoſt all thoſe 
powers which Gop has given us; and this is 
a! point in which we are very apt to deceive 
the been ine. 70Qq ren 7179 30 
note 21931110 bog exrioring oi BY 5 
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Lt bs then, in whatever lituation in liſa we 
may be placed, conſider attentively how we 
may improve it to the beſt advantage; let us 
never be diſcouraged by any difficulty which 

may attend what we knorr to be our duty; 
for if we do our beſt, we aue ſecure of an All- 
powerful aſſiſtance; nor let us ever think any 
occaſion too ttifling for the:exertion-of our beſt 
endeavouis, for it is by conſtantiy aiming at 
perfection in every inſtance, that we may at 
„. e eee eee eee of it as qu 
preſent ſtate 2 58 0 ee tt | 
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Thus ur may füll our Bleſſed Baird 
aa ah the meaneſt at well as in the 
moſt exalted fituation in this world; and upon 
an attentive ſurvey of every one; we may diſ- 
cover duties ſuſſicient to reiuire the exertion 
of our utmoſt powers, and many opportunities 
of doing good to ourſelves and others, which 


Qn Criſtian Perf gn 


are apt ta eſeape the eye of a ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver: And in that day when Gon ſhall: 
judg#/.the ſecrets of -men's | hearts, e ſhall 
probably * ſee many. who! haye ſcar ce: been 
noticed in this world; diſtinguiſhed; amongſt 
the moſt illuſtriqus ſollowersn of their Land, 
and preferred: far beſore others, who while 
conceand ae 
dig 05 4119H19qy 21982 t 10 ali s Hof 
lcd oos dale ee 
neſs, and dejected by contempt, haſe ally 
labours can hardly procure hin: a little pit- 
tance to ſupport His wretched life cannot 


woot Fx" 55313 hs 


indeed diſtinguiſh hirmſelf by any great actibns 
or public benefits; he cannot feed tlie hungry 
nor :clothe the nakrd; but he can filimit 
with patience and reſignation to that ſtate in 
which Providence has placed him; he can 
labour with integrity and diligence to im- 
e 7 
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prove it to the beſt advantage, and look up 
to Gop for a bleſſing upon his honeſt endea- 
vours; he can inſtruct his children in all the 
good he knows, and be always ready to take 
every opportunity to aſſiſt a neighbour in 
diſtreſs; and in ſo doing he may approve 
himſelf to the Searcher of Hearts, far more 
chan thoſe who perhaps have inwardly ap- 
plauded their own benevolence when they be- 
ſtowed a trifle out of their ſu perfluity to give 
a temporary relief to his diſtreſs. % He .may 
riſe to a ſtill more heroic degree of excellence, 
and lift up a ſecret prayer for the man who 
has refuſed him even that trifle; yet none 
will hear that prayer but He to whom it is 
addreſſed. Contempt or at beſt pity, will 
be his portion in this life, and probably it will 

never occur to any one who ſees him, that he 
ſhall: hereafter behold him with admiration 
and reverence=perhaps with-envy, 


On Chriſtian Perfection. 15 


Let not then the meaneſt imagine he can 
do nothing; he may be truly great, he may 
fulfil his Lonp's command, and be ſecure of 
his acceptance; ; but let him remember, that 
every advantage muſt be gained by ſome 
| effort, and that no ſituation can juſtify. indo- 
lence and inactivity, or murmuring and re- 
pining. And let thoſe who ſee his diſtreſs, 
but cannot ſee his heart, think in what 

manner they ſhall wiſh they had treated him, 
if they ſhould ſee him hereafter approved 
and rewarded by the great J udge of men 


But poverty is not the only Atuarion which 
is s pleaded as an excuſe for the little good that 
is « done; there are many who live dependent 
on the will of other, ſo that even their time 
is not at their own diſpoſal. When. this is 
really the caſe, and ; from the relation in which 

K C they 
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they ſtand; ſuch a depetidatice is indeed their 
duty, then à cheerful ſubiniſion is the Virtue 
which thelt ftuation partictlarly requires; 
atid a little ex perienet will foon convince 
them that it is not one of thoſe which is moſt 
eafily attained: their own inclinations, even 
when juſt and reafonable, muſt oſten be ſa- 
crificed to the mere whims of another, and 
it will fequite no Tmall degree of exertion 


to be able to . contihüal victories ovet 
thetiſelves. 1 111. pl 
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Let not 8 thoſe who are placed in ſuch 
a ſituation imagine, that they can do no- 
thing, for they have much to do; their taſk 
is JE and paittl, "ahi . more ö, as 
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ported in ĩt by 


the app of others, b 5 Ne 1A the 


noticed; "they will not ben "the a "les it 


coſts 
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cofts them a continual ſtruggle, and probably 
the world will never fuſpeck ic; but on the 
contrary, they will oſten be  blatric4 for at- 
tions, which, if their true motives were n 
would ren oft deſerving of ame 


| > 7 2« 1 
. 11 iin 1 4 2% By 
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— er this Hört n 
been felt at times by all whoſe ſituation is in 
any degree dependant; but chat dependance 
can never be ſo continual as to deprive them 
of all opportunities of a&ing for themſelves, 
and benefiting others; and vphen Auch oppor- 


tunities are rare, that conſideration ſheud in- 


cite them to exert the utmoſt diligence in 


n enn menen The 
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4 eee regard to all who 


complain in any reſpect of the niiriow 
in which they are confined. Let chem ex 
amine 
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amine it attentively, and conſtantly and dili- 
gently exert their utmoſt. powers in doing all 
the good they can, and they will ſoon find 

chat much more is. in their power than they 
were apt at . firſt ſight to imagine; and this, 
not only by relieving the diſtreſſes of poverty 
and want, by being always ready to give com- 
fort to the afflicted, and advice and inſtruc- 
tion to thoſe who ſtand in need of them; but 
common converſation, and daily intercourſe 
with the world, afford numberleſs opportuni- 
ties of doing good to thoſe, who are attentive 
to make an moſt of hem. 


* „ bo * $ $ 


A 155 7 in 5 may * the bluſh 1 
baſhful merit, oppreſſed by the. torrent of 
ridicule, or ſtop the progreſs of a report, 
repeated perhaps only from mere thoughleſs- 
neſs, but which yet, when repeated a little far- 
ther, mi might ſtain the reputation of real worth. 

10 ws A gentle 
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i gentle. anſwer. may ſtop the 3 of 
paſſion i in its beginning, which a hal 


and perhaps even ſilence, might have » aggra- 

vated, till the conſequences became di 

indeed. node itt Senn 
. ; | C5 
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1 To. W diſtreſſes of choſe who. cannot 
; / plead for themſelves, may awaken the com- 
A | paſſion of ſome who are able to relieve them, 
or too much engaged in other purſuits, to ſeek 
out: objects for themſelves; nay, ſometimes, E 
if the application be made in public, i it may 
gain from vanity what it would not have 
gained from benevolenge and by theſe means 
the poor at leaſt will be benefited, and poſ- 
ſibly the rich may be ſo too; for thoſe who 
have been induced to do good, though by a 
* motive, may yet find chat there is a 
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pleafure i in it; and lem in time to love it for 
its own Hake. HH 8 Atte: 
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A ws ebſerviian;n — maxim, 
a generous ſentiment, when unaffectedly i in- 
troduced in the courſe of converſation, may 
make an imprefſion on thoſe who are not in 


the habit of Ny + for mad 


Athouſind Little attentions. may ls. 
our own'benevolence, and gain the good-will 
of others; perhaps to they may contribute 
in ſome degree to ſoothe the aching heart, 
for even the moſt trifling inſtance of kind. 
nefs, which ſprings from true benevolence, 
ae 4a 
the receiver. D 


But it is impoſſible to enumerate the oppor- 
tunities of doing good, which are continually 
offering 
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offering themſelves in che daily occurrences 
of life, in ſuch things as are commonly called 
little; though indeed that appellation by no 
means belongs to them, fince it is upon theſe 
principally that the happineſs of ſociety de- 
pends, and a want of attention to them is 


che ſource of continual uneaſineſs, and he 


chief cauſe of moſt of the unhappineſs which 
diſturbs t the intercourſe of er Ab. 


The man r delicate Knit, bod 


heart has received an unneceſſary wound, has 
been more hurt by the perſon that gave it, 1 


than by him who robbed him of his purſe; 
and yet how often is this done without the 
leaſt remorſe, merely from the idle vanity of 


diſplaying a falſe wit, or a trifling talent for 
ridicule; or from a defire of affuming a fu- | -- 


petiority which i is ſeldom en but * _ | 
Yor have no title co it. 85 


Opportunities 
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Opportunities of giving pain are continually 
preſenting themſelves; and to avoid them is 
as much a poſitive duty, as to ſeek oppor- 
tunities of doing good: both are alike the 
genuine effects of true bene volence, which 
perhaps ſhews itſ- elf in a ſtill ſtronger light 
when it triumphs over vanity by ſuppreſſing 
an ill-natured diſplay of wit, than when it 
beſtows a relief to the diſtreſſed; ſince in this 
laſt inſtance, the pleaſure attending on the 
action might alone be a ſufficient induce- 
ment to it. . 


| But | while we are endeavouring to avoid | 
giving pain to others, we ſhould not be leſs 
cautious to guard againſt a diſpoſition to take 
offence at every trifle, which is not leſs preju- 
dicial to the pleaſures and advantages of 
ſociety. A want of delicacy, or perhaps 
merely a 'w ant of thought, may have given 


rife 
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riſe to the expreſſion whict#diſpleaſes us; and 
if ſo, we have no more fight to be offended, 
than we have when we ſuffer any harm by 
mere accident; fines in eicher of theſe caſes, 
there certainly was no intention to hurt us. 
Such excuſes as theſs we may oſten find rea- 
ſon to plead. for others, but we can never” 
plead them in our on eaſe; if we indulge 
ourſelves in the flighteſt word or lock rhat 
may give pain to another; ſince the firſt is 
what no body will own and a conſciouſneſs 
of the laſt would be a oontradiction in terms. 
Thus reaſon and juſtice, as well as benevo- 
lence, and a regard for the good of ſociety, 
require us to make great allowances for enen 
and . little for onfelves.” oe N 
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It may — be dh chat all this re- 
quires an uncommon degree of reflection and 
preſence of mind; that ſuch continual watch- 
ff | fulneſs 
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al thoſe Latin paſione which oppoſs it, me : 
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fllneſs muſt reſtrain the freedom of ca. 
tion; and chat it is impoſſible to he. always 
upon out guard. Bus ſueh ohjections, ſeem 


to ſuppoſe a continual ſtruggle with a bad 


heart Whereas he Who aims at perfection, 
mult begin his buſineſs there; for while any 
bad diſpoſitions are enccuraged, it is vain to 
hope that they will not ſometimes ſhew;them- 


ſelves in words. and actians; and it would he 


2 difficult taſk indeed, always to put on the 
appearance of -benevolenge; while the, reality 


is wanting. But were the heart full. of love 


_ and-gratitude to its Creator, and true benevo- 


lence to its fellow - creatures, it would. find in 


 itfelf the ſource of all that is good and pleaſing 


in ſociety, and then, there would bo,nortang 


more to do but to follow | its dictates. 
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0 . to ae perfeftion, ani FREY 


be 


be our: conſtant aim, and miſt indeed often 
require the exertion of no ſmall effort; hut ir 
is an objec well worthy to employ” out! wes © 


moſt powers, and it may be obſerved:fpr our 
confott;-that at very ſtep cho difficultics/witl 
leſfen the heart will feel che pleafiirsof bene 
volence, while reaſon and religion recorfimend 
the duty : every opportunity of exerciſing it 
will increafe” this: pleaſure, and confequerit! 
the paſſions will become leſs and leſs ater 
conten&with it, till at laſt they are obliged! 
yield, m ſo nuch/to:reafor as to a ſtranger 
inchnation; and then the exerciſe of hene vwo- 
tence becomes, not tho reſult of reſtrctiqm but 
an indulgence of the bent and inclination f 
n 15079 n n 70 lim i 3873 
hui ee 2603 ee t! 
3 — his: character, U! require 
no effart to avoid giving pain to othery;/fince 
id would be the greataſt pain he could im- 
TINS ; | elf 
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ſelf receive. The: little vanity of diſplaying: a 
ſuperiority; or gaining a momentary applauſe, 
could be no inducement to him, ſince: the 
feelings of his on heart would make him 
bluſh while he received it, from a conſciouſ- 
neſs chat he might have deſerved applauſe 
Mus much mm OSD li ole 
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\ hs: ſhoet, to u that the ere ile af this 
branch of benevolence, which relates to the 
little . occurrences of common converſation, 
muſt lay us under a continual reſtraint, is in 
effect to ſay, that ſome other inelination is 


5 mor 8 powerful in the heart 30 and while that is 


uraged, it is vain to hope 
that it will not prevail, and perhaps im time 
quite extinguiſh that heavenly ſpark, which, 
properly cultivated, might have been a ſource 
of happineſs to ourſelves and others. To im- 


prove this, ſhould be the conſtant buſineſs of 


every | 
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every « one, in every differetit ſituation i in life; : 
for though its exerciſes ; are various, and though 
in” this world they cannot always afford * an 
equal degree of pleaſure, yet the Principle 
from which they all flow, is Aiill the fame; 
and it is the princ iple which ſhould be culti- 
vated and improved bere, and which * be 
accepted and rewarded hereafter, 9 
OUT n in edi Diva? 

"There is yer another fituati on, which, . more 
chan s all | thoſe hitherto mentioned, eme By 


weakened 57 pain, "the thou 0 confiiſed, 
and the ſpirits f ſank, we are apt to think it i 'is 
no time to aim at perſevtion and that we are 
Wage of "making « any effort towards 1 it: jet 
even here ** mould rem ember what hs s been ; 
alt along 6b ved chart the; perkeltion regdired 
or. II. wes: © of 


* ae A: 


aft as we e would hw. done. in the days, of 
health and ſkrength, but t we can Rill ca 
* ah e endeavu to do our beſt. 


# "ot: 557 Wb: 
In this, as in every other 3 a; ve 
ſhould remember, that to avoid giving pain 


is as much an act of benevolence as to do real 


= K 


good, An! impatient word, or even a groan, 
may \ wound the heart of the friend who has 
been watching night and day t to give you eaſe 
and comfort; ſuppreſs it, and you will have 
prevented a pang, greater perhaps than thar 
which you relieve when you give bread to the 
hungry and drink to the thirſty. An expreſ- 
ſion of frerfulneſs at the little inadvertencies 
of attendants may diſcourage well-meant en- 
deavours, while a different conduct might fall 


incite, them to do more, and poſſibly in time 
might teach. thoſe, . who at firſt vere guided 
. by intere eee baer motive 


re portunitie: _ doing outro 
be.found. d and if ſuch exenions,aze attended 


with ſome difficulty, let us remember, that 50 
SAY: Sat; difficulcy is a. chief part of ehe 
1 * a gt ne 


. ; 5 


Tee Chriſtin td e 
nee 3 ſingere loye of, Hod and an 

ctionate, filial reſignation to; his willy and 
ha, a diſpoſition. muſt neceffarity ingluge 
bepevolence towards. all mankind, an! fue 
principle ia — ries Kurt kun 
extinguiſn. BITES % n moegen 5 
Roo 50 ISHII I h Hint 10 Tt! WL 5 5 

e us not then i imagine that Ss f af | 
fering can be an excuſe, if we Are conſcious 
aL L 2 ee 
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that we give any pain to others which mi might 
have been avoided, fince it can only be ſo, 
for thoſe who are not conſcious of it, when 
it forces from their weakneſs expreſſions 
which they "afterwards recollect with pain, 
and wiſh they could recal; for it muſt be al- 
lowed that in ſuch a ſituation it is difficult to 
be always upon out guard. But though this 
give reaſon to hope that great allowances 
will be made, yet it can be no excuſe for not 
exerting our beſt endeavours; and it is a very 
powerful motive to induce us to cultivate, 
whilſt we are in health, that heavenly benevo- 
ence, which, were it once, as it ought to be, 
the habitual dif] poſition of the ſoul, would re- 
main ſo in every fituation in life, and find con- 
tinual opportunities of exerting itſelf, even in 
the _ of "INN and 2 — of — 


% 3 4 . 4 way 
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It would bel endleſt t to 
riety of ſituations in which nability to do 
good is pleaded as an excuſe for the little 
thar is done; and that not always by the indo- 
tent alone; for there reigns in the world a cer 
tain prejudice in favour” of fuck actions as 
are attended with apparent gaodeffedts, which 
it is very difficult ſor any one entirely to 
ſhake off; and it may have happened to many; 
whoſe intentions were yet ſincerely good, to 
be diſcouraged by the little apparent good 
that is in their power; and by the diſappoĩnt- 
mee mn endea. 
vours to do even that little. 
elt %% o Lo 
Dus * e Wan that itiis the inten- 
tion, not the ſucceſs, which conſtitutes the 
merit of any action; and whatever preſent 
pleaſure they may loſe _ the wm 
L333 Pogtgct: 28f 


a n riſttun Hrſfartian. 


of their bane: endeavours; willy with infuũte 
advantage bo made up/to-themihercaftes. 43911 
| 2H fil 217 act Szs n 26 abr Nef of byog 
P They ſhould allo conſidet, that the applauſe: 
of man and even the feeret::{elfapprobation 
vhich attends a ſucceſsful good action is not 
without -ts;idapger.; Vanity is ever apt to 
ſteal in and taint ever our hefff performandes, 
aud that hot uny in ſuc h. actions as are feen 
by the world; fur: there may bez vanity even 
in our:-own;applaaie ;-ind/ when they find 
their heft endeavours: difappointed; and their 
greateſt Rind neſſts received with indifference; 
and repaid with ingratitude let them not be 
diſcouraged, but ſtill go on in the bleſſed 
counſe in y Hiclittiey arb engaged, conſtantly 
endeavouring to rHliſcover̃ an improve every 
oPPOrta nity-of Noinig good i however little it 


Be ee e eee e 
voice applaud them. p<. 


He 
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Fa Who is higher cha te. Mgbes 
mark their diligenet 


wee, — 
their- ſincere endeavbursf b though He m ſee 
fit to humble them with diſappointments 


here, and deprive ther of the" Cation af 
eee 14g 11 45 WT 
222 1543 Sci Mu none 10 ef it M318 io; 
ſueh diſappoititinents, :3f: eghthe 
aſed, will ſerve to Improve; aft ſecure: Their 
virtues, by exalting thehv above the influence 
of all meaner tmorives,/ad teachitgg them to 
exert their urmoſt endeaw/urs; not wirr a view 


to any preſent engeren but with is ſißeere 


* ' 4 
8 "IS "A 
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© deſire to pleaſe Him who will not 
eee ee _= 
HORS K w by 98 
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It way allo be obſerved” — 
acre, that we are ary bad 
judges of the ſucceſs of our entheaybins 1 * 
5 e | 1 
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if we do not immediately perceive, any good 
effect from them, we have no reaſon from 

* u . * will have none. 
ft" en 38t 
Os tg han at perkaps-to 
calves the afflicted, and you have been heard 
without attention, or even with impatience; 
yet be not diſcouraged: a little reflection 
may give weight to what you have ae d 

a perſeverance in the friendly endeavour may 
and recal. it in ſome degree to a ſenſę of 
pleaſure: for ſurely no one can be ſo entirely 
overwhelmed with grief, as to receive no 
pleaſure, from the expreſſions of real kindneſs, 
or to be quite inſenſible to that tender, un- 
wearied attention to give caſe and comfort, 
which flows from an affectionate and beneyo- 
lent heart: and when the mind is once,awa- 
kened from the lethargy; of grief, it will by 


degrees 


degroes. become, mone.compolerd;-and bi ta. 
pable-of liſtening tai the comforts: of Reaſon 
and — or; ls 0b on zuin 
10 laid HH 100m fou ob Vdc 
Now "_ ir / may be, been giving ſame 
good advice, which in appearance produced 
no other effect than that of diſpleaſing the 
perſon to whom it was addreſſed: yet you 
kn what impreſſion ĩt may have made. 
Our pride is apt to niſent firſt againſt the very 
thought of being ad) iſed, yet i: the advice 
were giyen in Lache manner : 


not of any Sefion of . a een it 
deb. be remem red andcxamined 
erwards. , Reaſan may approve-what, pride 
at it firſ rejected, and the advice may have 1 US 
weight, though the perſon who, oo it may 
never be nnn War, fr" 
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The fame obſervatiom might'be made in 


endeavours to do all the good. he car will 
probably do much more than he imagines, or 


will ever know, till che eee et 


Fi pe eee ee DRA ho 
BSIGQHth Yo za Hair e 5630 4G 


2 which lies in che 
way of — under pretence of inability 


2 


and! virtuous ee from a fear that 
we ſhall not ſucceed in — FOg 


effects of conjardice; not of kumity. 
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we dw übe eur Powerd cin we exert them, 


ang by exertion we riiay be very certain they 


will improve; but iidbtence is glad of an ex- 


cuſe, and pride fears the mortification of a 


defeat; and thus every noble and generous 
effort is diſcouraged, and the mind finks into 


2 


a ſtate 


= 
vit. a . to chat 
diligent, A endeavour: after. perfec- 
tion which ſhould 1 the conſtant of 


* g * 1 » : 5 A iS ©. ia 
our lives. . OHMS 574 os 
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9 1 by this 3 aha we e fulfil the 
precept of our BLesseD: en We cin 
not indeed at once attain to perfectic 
the attainment of it may be our conſtant aim, 
in the ſmalleſt as well as in the moſt impor- 
tant actions of our lives; and e only! in 
thoſe duties which more immediately bel 
to our ſtation in the. world, dunk in every in 
ſtance which may be within our e | 


* 


*+4 d 
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In whatever daun; We, may be. A let 
1ot: enqui Wances may be made 
for us: nor how much we muſt do that we 


| may hope for acceptance? But let us conſider 
. vat is che 30 that we can do; for we cer- 
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tainly have not perfiomed: our duty; when we 
are conſcious that-we might have done: better. 


. % - 
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Let us endeavour to impreſs upon our 
hearts ſuch a lively ſenſe of the kindneſs of 
our Infinite Benefactor, as may prompt us to 
embrace every opportunity of expreſſing our 
love and gratitude towards Him. We ſhall not 
then be diſpoſed to confine the circle of our 
duties, but on the contrary, it will be our ear- 
neſt deſire to extend it as far as poſſible, that 
ve may enjoy, in every inſtance, the lg 
ful thought of acting for his ſake, and 1 
the beſt returns in our power to the infinite 
W we TRAD roamed. 
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| This will diffuſe a lun of N — . 
over the moſt trifling circumſtances in our 
lives, fince even in theſe we may ſtill endea- 

vour to da our beſt, rom a deſire to pleaſe 

Him, 
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Him; and that deſire, 'y en rand be very cetrain 
will 1 be as cond] 


I this influence our Conduct in the aa 
occurrences of life, every incident that befals 
us will contribute to britig us hearer to per- 
fection, by furniſhing 4 freſh opportunity for 
the exertion of our utmoſt endeavours to at- 


tain it; every little difficulty we conquer will | 


increaſe” our fortitude; every attempt to do 
good, even in the ſmalleſt inſtance, will 
ſtren hel our benevolence; even the n 
we may fall into, though they hu mble us 

under the ſenſe of our weakneſs, yet inſtead 
of diſcouraging, they will ſerve to excite us 
to redouble our diligence, fince we are certain 


that if we will ſincerely endeavour to avoid | 


them for the furure, we may depend on the 
Divine Mercy to aſſiſt our enen and 
pardon our imperfections. e ee 


1 


—— — 
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The afflictions we may meet with, will be 
brightened by the thought that they are ſent 
by an All-gracious Father, who would not 5 
permit them but for our real advantage; and 
that therefore they certainly might be 5 ſo, af 
we make a right uſe of them; inſtead of 
ſinking under them, we ſhall look up to him 
with filial confid ence; . and, rejoicing in his 
All-pewerful protection and aſſiſtance, not 
only ſubmit without murmuring, but even 
be thankful for the trial, and. conſtantly en- | 
deavour ſo to receive it, that it may anſwer 
the gracious purpoſes for which 7 Was 
hene. "4 „ 

By reſigning our own will, upon every 
little occaſion, when it oppoſes that of our 
Maker, we ſhall learn to do it in the greateſt; 
and by conſtantly aiming at perfection, even 
in the ſimalleſt Inſtances , we ſhall make daily 

— advances 
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advances towards it, till at laſt we arrive 
at that bleſſed ſtate, where all our imper- 
fections ſhall be done away; and perfect 
goodneſs, and perfect happineſs, ſhall reign 
for ever. | 
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r CUTHISON 2 TUG 547 e a6 
** diſpoſition of mind, by which the true 
: Chriſtian is prepared to give up his on in- 
clination in every inſtance, whether great or 
ſmall, whenever the will of Go 
he ſhould do fo, -- -:- ie bi nels 1 fen 


10 nn ** . to ai we c. 
avoid, and reſign with cheerfulneſs what we 
cannot keep, has been the advice of the wiſe 


u e ages bus Wen e wii 
enable us to do ſo, ſuch leſſons generally pro- 


duce little effect. 
Vol. II. M Ta 
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| To make the beſt of evils for which we can 
diſcover no remedy, and no conſolation, is a 
painful effort, which often wears out the * | 
rits it it pretends * ſupport. 


Religion alone can enable us to practiſe 
that reſignation which it requires, and to 
Practiſe it ĩn every inſtance; for we are much 
too apt to deceive ourſelves by a falſe kind of 
reſignation, which is exerted only on particular 
coccaſions, and Which in fact is often nothing 

more than the ſacrifice of one inclination to 

another that is more dear to us; and he who 

has reſigned an empire, may be as far from 
that reſignation of the wil which the Chriſtian 
Religior requires; as he who has uſurped one; 
and he may be as eaſily overcome by the 
_ kntle trials which: WEE ariſe in a 
mom life. Hel ten ,o0 oh 0] 4 den 
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On Reſignation. 163 
True reſignation muſt then be founded on 


a principle which never can be ſhaken; it 


muſt be a real ſentiment of the heart, inſpired 


port it; and this can be no other than a ſin- 


dere loue of God, and that from a confidence 


which is inſpired by the conſideration chat 
all events are in the hands of Him whoſe wiſ⸗ 
dom and goodneſs are infinite as his power. - 


4 * 


No comfort can ſpring from the thought 


| that the evils we ſuffer are unavoidable; and 


the unwilling ſubmiſſion, which yields ta a 


power it is unable to reſiſt, is far unlike the 
true reſignation of a Chriſtian. An apparent 
calm may, in the one inſtance, diſguiſe che 
| ſecret murmurs of the heart, or perhaps a 
painful effort may compel the violence of 
paſſion to give place to the ſtillneſs of de- 


ſpair; but in the other, the ſtroke, however 


M 2 deeply 


0 PO 
: 
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deeply felt, is yet willingly endured, and a 
firm and affectionate confidence, which no 
affliction Can remove, inſpires that finc ere 
reſignation, which triumphs over the feelings 
of nature, though it cannot deſtroy them, and 
always — in a . that an Al- 
be wol yy . — veneer; of thoſe | who 
truly love Him and depend upon Him, how- 
ever painful their trials may at preſent appear. 


The effects of this reſignation are not only 
a peace, which grief itſelf cannot take away, 
and a conſtant readineſs to ſubmit to every 
diſpenſation of Providence, but alſo an active 
and vigorous, reſolution, which willingly un- 
dertakes the moſt painful exertions, and per- 
formy the taſk; aſſigned, whatever ſtruggle it 
may coſt; it is always ready to ſacrifice what- 
ever is moſt dearly valued, when the will of 

Gop 


on Reſignation 6g 


Goyp requires it, and finds a ſecret ſatisfaction 
even in the moſt painful: exertions, from the 


conſideration of Him for whoſe ſake they : are 


21 3 


Io feel wes or mals ; mocent pleaſur, 
which: our. ſituation. in this. * ea is 
not only natural, but laudable. The pleafing 
as well as the painful circumſtances in life are 


| intended. for our real advantage Se: and, the ſame | 


diſpoſition of mind which reſigns. chem x dily 
when, the will of Goy requires it, will alſo, 


enjoy them while He beſtows them, and enjoy. 


them with a ſecurity Which others can; never 
feel; ſince the thought of their uncertainty 
ng conſtant allay to o ren earthly e 


120 % 


they wil ba, enjoyed, a as e as * — bet 


for us, and that an, All-powerfvl, aſſiſtance 


will enable us to ſupporttheir lo, ,; ,,..; 
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_—_ On Refignation. 


This then is the ene characker 
of true reſignation— * g 


It does not conſiſt in giving up any parti- 
cular thing which we loved and valued; it is 
not a virtue which is only to be called forth 
to oa on NEE en occaſions but 


It is a conſtant and ſettled diſpoſition of 
mind, ever ready to conform to the will of 
Gov in every inſtance; to enjoy the pleaſu ures, 
or ſubmir- to the afflictions which He ſends, 


and to a# or ſuffer, as the duties of _ dis 
ferent fituarion may require. 5 


It is the only ſure foundation of patience, 
fortitude, ſelf-denial, | generoſity, and all thoſe 
virtues by which a victory is gained over our 
own inclinations. Other motives may inf] pire 
them 1 in particular inſtances, but they can 

never 


never be practiſed conſtantly and univerſally, 
bur by thofe whoſe will is a reſigned 
to the will of their Creator. 4 183 a 2ft illi, 7 Hern | 
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5 * _ 1 ha 3 conſiderable los, 
or great degree of pain, with calm e>ſohition, 
may grow fretful and uneaſy at the little gif. 
Zuſts and mortifications'of ſociety ;*he who 
has gone through the moſt difficult trials with 
Wy active courage Which engages univet 


general practice in rifles, h 
hall be deſpiſtd for ſo doing; and he who 
has denied himfelf numberleſs indulgencies 
to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed, may yet find it difficult 
to _— up his enen fe and inclina- 
tions, however neceſſary the ſacrifice may be; 
but none of theſe things can happen 
| lite the Nail qa and _— 
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The moſt painful luficrwge. are patiently 
endured ; the darling i tion is readily 
and willingly given up; whatever anguiſh. the 
ſacrifice may coſt; whenever the Will of Gop 
requires, it: and when that Will requires ſa- 
crifices of another kind, the little comforts, 
convenienges, and amuſements of common 
life; che, kindneſs which. ſoothed our afflic- 
tions, or the applauſe Which ſupported ur 
reſolution; every thir 
it may be, which we are called; pan ro reſign, 
is then, the obje, in regard to which that 
virtue is to be exerciſed; and the heart in 
which that auen n e A pre- 
0 hs all. 
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We Fo ourſelves 3 Kn we image | 
chat an extracedinary exertion of reſignation 
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which appear to us ceiling; on x the contrary, 
ot" if . 


_ we e reaſon to ſuſpect that this ſeem< 


ing exertion of it in greater matters was in 
reality owing to ſome other motive. 
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Much may be reigned by thoſe * are 
far indeed from having reſigned their will; 

and the little trials which paſs unnoticed by 
all the world, are oſten the ſureſt teſts of out 
ſincerity, and may be the; moſt uſeful to ſub⸗ 
due our perverſe inclinations, and ba us 
to * ſtate of mind * our ”_—_ requit 


That Shih exertions a . virtue are 4 
painful, cannot be denied. Our duty may 
require us to make great and voluntary ſacri- 
fices which we might have avoided, or to 
ſubmit to injuries and humiliations which we 


is poſſible, that the indulgence of our inclina- 
W 10 tions 


170 On Refignation. 
tions might in the end have been productive 
of much greater ſufferings, than the denial of 
them. But in general it is exerted in regard 
to ſuch evils as we cannot prevent; and, ac- 
—_ to the PORT of Dr. . | 


„ That 1 gives up lil more 
« Than anguiſh of the mind - ith 


It is an act of love and confidence which reſts 
in full ſecurity on an all-wiſe and all- powerful 
Friend; and conſidered in this view, it is a 
diſpoſition pleaſing in the higheſt degree, 
which ſoftens all the miſeries of life, and con- 
verts the moſt painful trials into opportunities 
for expreſſing ſentiments which are always 
felt with pleaſure, — ſuch ae as no afflic- 
tion can ever _ n „ e bee 


: The 6 — but 
whether neceſſity or duty required it, to a heart 
| | truly 
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truly reſigned, the caſe is juſt the ſame; in the 
laſt, it will indeed be attended with a peculiar 


ſatisfaction; but in the firſt; the manner in 
which it is received may make it ! = 
voluntary act. The ſame ſentiments may be 
_ expreſſed, and will moſt certainly be accepted; 
the ſame comforts may ſoothe our ſorrows; 
and the fame affiſtance'v OE aur ue us — 
them. n DAY DONG: HGH 23 30:7 


a 


Conſidered in this view, reſignation is is a 
ſtate of mind indifpenſibly neceſſary 


our happineſs in this world. 


| | JTHEIS3341 YI9T9 DH O16 
It has been the advice of many, that in our 
happieſt days we ſhould ce 1 
forward to the time when we — 
of chem; and prepare ourſelves beforehand 
to en rheir loſs,”by anticipating: the pain | 


we 


we ſhall. then feel, and rendering the mind 
in ſome ſort familiar to it, that we may be 
better able to ſuſtain the ſhock when it comes: 
thus ſecuring to ourſelves a certain preſent ; 
pain, in order to leſſen one which i is future 
and uncertain. Perhaps it may not produce h 
even. this. good effect, ſince dwelling on the 
e of er muſt n by n | 
to r 0 when they come. 
f PIR A att Sorting) 

. ff IR _ us e. method 
of preparing ourſelves. for afflictions; and 
while in every pleaſure we feel and enjoy the 
goodneſs of an indulgent Father, it reſts on 
Him with full confidence, and is ready to 
acquieſce in the moſt painful diſpenſations. 
which the fame goodneſs, ſhall ordain for us; 
—it does not anticipate evils, nor allay our 
pleaſures ;- o ME, it 15 a diſpoſition of mind: 
oh which 
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which enables us to ſupport. the one, and 
enjoy - tbe other. : 1: wen af ned 


as * » # 


ind or deere che ſenſe af 33 patience 
may endure them; but patience, where the 
heart is not reſigned, is a continual * 
with ourſelves, 


True reſignation alone furniſhes us with a 
ſure reſource; it ſubmits with ſincere and 
affectionate confidence, and caſts all our care 
on Him who careth for us. 


It is alſo conducive to happineſs, not only 
by giving peace and ſecurity to our pleaſures, 
and comfort to our afflictions; but alſo by 
leſſening the number of thoſe afflictions. 


* * - 
* * 
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An attachment to our on will, is one great 
ſource of the ſorrows of this life. The heart 
which is truly reſigned will find no pain or 
difficulty in many things which to others 
would be made matter of real ſorrow; it yields 
eaſily to the preſent ſtate of things; com- 
plies with the inclinations of others; and gives 
up its fancies or its pleaſures cheerfully and 
readily, as theſe are never its principal point 
in view. 


Numberleſs little compliances are neceſſary 
in the daily intercourſe of life. To the ſelfiſh, 
theſe are matter of continual mortification 
and uneaſineſs; for a trifle, which oppoſes the 
will of thoſe who are accuſtomed to conſider 
their own will in every thing, becomes a 
matter of importance; but where reſignation 
is become habitual, ſuch things make little 

- Or 
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or no impreſſſon: they are 
eaſe, and even with pleaſure. 


In order to the attainment of this diſpoſi- 
tion, it is highly neceſſary to impreſs ſtron 

upon our minds a deep ſenſe of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of che Almighty ; of our own 
blindneſs and inability to judge what is really 


beſt for us, and of the EPO of dae, in 
his hands. e 133 2 


Wo can look back on his paſt life, with- 
out being ſenſible that the diſappaintment 
of his wiſhes has often been a real ee 
to him? 


* 


A very little attention muſt be ſufficient to 
convince us, how apt we are to be miſled by 
our own paſſions and prejudices, and how little 


we © know of the 2 of thoſe things 
which 
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which are at preſent the objects of our aaa 
and fears. 


How often has _ perity proved fatal to 
innocence and virtue, without: bringing with 
it that happineſs which it ſeemed to promiſe! 
And how many have been reduced to the 
painful cancluſion, that « all is vanity!” when | 
perhaps it was too late to begin a new 2 
and chooſe © the better part. 


Could we look into the hearts of thoſe 
whom the world calls happy, how different 
ſhould we often find the reality from the 
appearance! In the midſt of proſperity and-- 
| ſucceſs, ſome ſecret care, the diſappointment 
of ſome darling wiſh, or even the Janguor 
and diſguſt which ſometimes attend ſatiety, 
and deſtroy the reliſh of pleaſure, may be as 
real evils, and as deſtructive of happineſs, as 
— thoſe 


oy of compſin * T2 2 AMÞD85 _ 16. 


We know cinta we wiſh 5 b 
A would often prove the 
ever in chi work bur 45 
. 23 truly valuable the ſtateè dick 18 
moſt calculated to mnt and 1 REY our: 

irtues, and 1 pineſs, we 
ire ſtill more in the dak e PRE 
108 Oh 30373 2030-2 7026! 9}. L adv. 
Not only reaſon and obſe 
but our own feelings and ei 
vince us of this; and ſhew us, even at pre- 
all events are in better bande than ourbe 
though this is a truth which wilt: probably 
be more fully explained to us herenſter when 
öl. . 5 of 
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of che events of our: lives; and know their: 


conſequences. TORSO) 10 2001. 


_ .,Convineed ef this great truth; let cus culti- 
vate halt ſentiments which. ĩt ought. to pro- 
dycegtthakdoveiand; confidence which fuck 
a conviction ſnould inſpire; and theſr will na. 
turallj produce true and. ſincere reſignation. 
1% 5701qmti bern lin , b93519ic2 ori 
But as qve a not always .in a ſtate of mind 
to have recourſe to a train o rcaſoning i and 
even the real ſentiments of the heart do not 
always act wich the ſame ſorce, but may be 
ohſcured ir a time by! paſſion; and the ſtrong 
i preſſion f preſent ubjects; it is of the ut 
mol} conſequence to us 0 ende vour to nende 
every virtus familiar and hahitual hy continual. 
exerciſe and: there is none for which more 
trequent opp MLU ities prłſent | themfetves; 
chan fr is ä My 28 Aro 9% 
10 375 — ae Not 


ing with it tome things which are not n 
what we could wiſh; and all theſe, however 
trifling, may have their uſe, if we receive 
them as we ought. All may exerciſe reſigna- 
ion, and mn us in a ſtate. of mind 
of th cory are ſen eiae, for often 
deſtroyed by trifles; and if the good effects | 
they might produce, are not as immediately 
apparent, they are not a im 
Portant. F eee 


tions, from the beſt matives, and of endea- 
Ne 12 ae due | 
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to matters of the greateſt conſequence, and be 
felt at a time when the mind is too much 
affected to ſerk for n hiolrars! not 
familiar to it. 1 11511 9/811 „t Dal 
E 2594 SUTTONS en HATS Inyo 30” an THAT 
— all, in order to the attainment 
of true and cbHiſtant reſignation, it is highly 
neceſſary to keep up a frequent intereourſe 
with heaven, by the exerciſes of devotion. 
We muſt offer up to Gop our hopes and 
wiſhes, an beg of Him that aſſiſtance which 
alone can ſupport our weakneſs, and which 
will never be denied to thoſe who fine ely 
ſeek wr it. nne 


It wp true devotion,” conſtantly felt and 
exerciſed; that true reſignation can be fully 
attained. — a reſpurce in every 
forrow;'a-ſuppore in every"trial;"and where 
__ is truly felt — may indeed be 


72 
if 
4. 


reſigned 
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42 1 14 8 a 1 rs 11 7 | 

in regard to the events of thi wotld, 

fince its beſt affeQions, its moſt ardent wiſhes, 
are fixed on another. OL et en tO: 


In the —"—_ Scriptures we find the neceſſity 
and importance, and alſo the Happineſs, of 
this virtue, ſer forth in the ſtrongeſt terms. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour calls us to take up our 
croſs and follow him. to be ready to ſacrifice 
all that is moſt dear to us, even dur own life; 
if we would be "wendy 12 * ob 


a * 


The Chriſtian life is dela as' a fate 
of warfare, in which we muſt endure hard- 
i thips as faithful ſoldiers; and through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
At the ſame time we have the moſt com- 
fortable aſſurances of aſſiſtance and ſupport, 
and the moſt engaging invitations to the per- . 
formance of this duty. N | 
1 N 3 He 
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hk who invites us to take his yoke, upor 
at the ſame time aſſures. us that in, fo 
7 we ſhall find reſt to our ſouls. We 
are called to caſt our burden upon the Lord; 
we are aſſured that he will never leave us nor 
forſake us; that our prayers ſhall be heard, 
and under the ſhadow of his wings we may 
rejoice. We are promiſed aſſiſtance which 
can never fail, . Nich m en 
take from us. | 


And while we are thus invited to reſign our- 
ſelves to the will of God, and furniſhed with 
the moſt powerful motives to ſupport our re- 

ſignation, we have at the ſame time the moſt 

perfect pattern of that virtue in Him who did 

no ſin, neither was guile n in his mouth, 

and who yet came not to do his own will, 


: but was obedient unto death, even the death 
of the croſs. 


9 * 
. C 
* - ﬀ ? > 


. * 


* | 
r 2 * 
99 i 5 


1 Ss Irs we ef 
by. . ö phos th 
hom theſe, conſiderations, make their due 
impreſſion; whoſe hearts are truly, reſigned, 


and who are always. prepared, for the exerciſe 


Aſher img n every dür caſion ! 
y ow” 

: ! x. 4 * - Fu — £5 ** ON 

V . Ji ie ihn R bs 1410 111 3 


he exerciſe. of lan in many ,inſtan 


is attended with ſuch pleaſures, chat cxen das 


who are not influenced by a ſenſe of duty and 
religion, can hardly be inſenſible to them; 
Though ſuch pleaſures are enjoyed. ma” far 
higher degree, by thoſe, in whom theſe ſenti- 
their own. inclination is. then conformed ta the 


vejoicing in the good effec 
vours; they ſee diſtreſs relieved, and yantue 


promoted; they give comfort to the afflicted, 
and 


_ 


Will of, their Creator, they gonen their Way 
Af hein nda- 


; 3 
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and advice to the ignorant; and enjoy the in- 
nocent pleaſures of friendfhip and" ſociety, 
'by making them uſeful to themſelves and 
others. Their happineſs i is a kind of foretaſte 
of the ha ppineſs of heaven—a happineſs which 
angels might partake, and in which they 
may indulge their inclination without reſtraii 

free from any apprehenſion of that ; atiety 
and diſguſt which often attend the pleafures 
of this world, or that remorſe wy which ew 
ee DEA © VAR JOE JUS, OOH 
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To fuch pleaſures we are apt to think we 
can hardly be too much attached; W 
even theſe, we may be called to reſign; and 
to murmur and repine at the loſs of chem, 
may be as much an inſtance of the want ot 
e the lame would be in in any 
e Oo ole i 1923 eee 


8 


and even laudable; and this ſeems in ſome ſbrt 
to juſtify regrer, * bent 50 1 8 
indulge them; but our inclinations can de 
innocent no longer than they are conformable 
to the will of Gop; any farther attachment 
to them becomes an attachment to our own 
will, which it is as much our duty wo conquer 
m A ney vie"; ti 
wb | 5 £0 445" 1176. gm 
| We Aeighted to ere diſtreſs; but we 
are reduced to poverty, and can enjoy that 
delight no more. Another taſk is now aſſigned | 
Wo _ muſt be N ed 1 tap fame. 


i #4 ea 2 6 Ty * 


We poſſeſſed the x ei of en . 
happy with whom by duty and affection we 
were connected, and our lives were ſpent in 
the pleaſing and laudable employment. A 
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ange of circumſtances has taken that power 


. no ſelfiſh regret muſt be ſo far indulged, 
as to make us neglect the duties which: are 


4 


n n our power, and become leſs dili- 


en eee inc le- 


. & o 
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we 1 "yy 1 of friend(hip and 
a and felt the innocent ſatisfaction 
which attends on the exerciſe and im prove- 
ment of the benevolent affections; but friends 
may be removed from us; we may be re- 
duced to a ſtate of unavoidable ſolitude, or 
rendered by ſickneſs or other cCircumſtances, 
incapable of contributing to the pleaſurts of 
converſation and ſociety, and reduced to give 
Pain, here we moſt wiſh to confer happi- 
neſs. Still the ſame diſpoſition muſt remain; 
till the regret of pleaſure loſt, of whatever 
* Pleaſure might be. vill be an in- 


ANY ſtance 


* 


ſtance of the want of true reſignation, when. 
ever it is indulged ſo far as to make us in any 
degree negligent of preſent duties - for that 
pleaſure is the facrifice.1 we are then” called 
want a 4B £ ie eee 
24 0 E C245 IFRS DISLEI-ID 4 ch 5 add Hi. 2 
n ſictifies eure-difficulr 1 paifiſul in- 
deed ; and the loſs: of innocent and virtudus 
pleaſures muſt be ſtrongly felt by thoſe wheſe 
hearts were diſpoſed to delight in them 
While within their reach, it was their duty to 
enjoy them; and the loſs of them'is attend 
with the loſs of that ſelf· ſatisfaction and even 
of that improvement of good und 'arhinble 
diſpoſitions, which was derived frotti ther. 
But little do we know, in this frail and im- 
perfect ſtate, what tends moſt to ou In- 
provement; and a ſituation which appesf t 
to us moſt unfavourable to it, may he ſuch as 
Is really beſt for us. Such indeed vg mag be 


„„ „ 3 ure | 
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ſure it is, when Infinite Wiſdom 1 Good- 
neſs — it for us. 


2 | The-mind * man n ine active, and 
the active duties are always the moſt pleaſing. 
Life, deprived of theſe, preſents a blank, more 
difficult to ſupport than even painful exertions 
which are attended with ſucceſs, and ſelf 
approbation. Virtue is then no longer its own 
reward; for ſilent fi uffering, when nothing elſe 
is in our power, affords no matter for exulta- 
tion, but rather for the contrary, from the 
' thought of the uſeleſſneſs of ſuch a life, 
which neceſſity irſelf ſeems * ſufficient 
wt Juſtify. 
Here then the importance of that true re- 
ſignation, which religion inſpires, appears in 
che ſtrongeſt light, as well as the happineſs 
attending on it That life which once ap- 
CTC peared 
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peared 2 blanke is fic 15 aa 
time is ſtill ſpent in the way moſt acceptable. 
to our Creator. Had ur required of us. forme? 
« great © t ching, ſome painful an 
exertion, it would "ceftainly' dc been 'our 
mum have performed we fancy 
wee could have performed! it wen debt 
_ are we ſure that there would hitve bees 
mixture of ſelf-complacence, or even of va- 
nity in this latisfaction? ee bh 
20 ves 1450 rl 94911134 
Leet us try whether 2 find the ſame ſaris- 
faction i in complying with is will in other in- 
ſtances.” The men of our r fituarion I 
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| If by ſickneſs, the loſs of any of our Wenk 
ties, or any other cauſe, we are really deprived 
of the power of employing ourſelves in any 
thing uſeful, and reduced to a ſtate in which 
a great 
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a great part of aur time muſt neceſſarily, be 
paſſed.in, doing nothing, it is then evidently 
the will, of Gop that, it, ſhould. be ſq, and 
we then 88 ta Bis 8 
it e n as we do by performing 
he hen called to them; and | 
we may ſ ain look, up; to, Him with filial, con, 
figence; and enjoy thoſe, hopes which attend 
the gopd and faithful ſervant, ho conſtantly 
and diligently performs the part aſſigned him, 
whatever that part may be. 
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kw Ry of ns ks only 
to vary the taſk we are called to perform, but 
ſhould make no change in the dis poſition 
of the mind, by which alone we are ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of Him who ſeeth not | 
man nn. 
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Even in the decay of bur faculties hy age: 
or ſickneſs, the ſame diſpoſition muſt bs Ritk 
preſerved. The lively fancy which amuſed our 
ſolitary hours may bei loſt; thoraQivelſpitits. 

which animated our:condu; and een con- 
. to the ardour:of our devotiomʒ; may 
be impaireil; and w may feel (in ſpite of all 
our efforts) that theiearthly body preſſetu 
_ down chb mind Perhaps there is hardly any 
inſtance in jeh it is more difficult to pre- 
ferve u conſtant and: fincere reſignation chan 
m this; yet even in this it may be ſtill pre- 
ſerved, and may make our little renwining - 
power Kik uefa to ourſelves, and acceptable 
Treator; ſtill that peaee which'paſſeth 

all undegſtauding, which nothing in this world 
can give or take away, may remain in the 
heart, in the midſt of the decay of our bodily 
aud even of our mental powers; and will do 
ne ina ans which" has always bt 


been truly 
reſigned 
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reſigned: to the will os Gop in _ difte 
rent ſtate, 38 
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i dear the infirmities * age in . 
ſentiments, is a leſſon which ſhould be learnt 
| in youth, not by anticipating evils which per- 
haps we may never be called to ſuffer; but by 
acquiring and exerciſing that reſignation 
which is omen: ina fat een 


remain ſo in every 5 af. 8 
though it would be difficult indeed to acquire 
it in the days of weakneſs and decline; when 
the powers of action are in a great meaſure. 
taken away, when every effort is painful, and 
when bad habits have been ſo long rooted 
as ſcarcely to be overcome. 


O my Creator and Redeemer! whoſe good- 
neſs to me ſhines forth as ſtrongly in the 


afflicti ons 


— 
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afflictions Thou art pleaſed to ſendime; as in 
the bleſſings wherewith thou haſt ſurrounded 
me; may I enjoy thy bleſſings with a cheer- 
ful and à grateful heart, yet ever be ready to 
reſign them when it ſhall be thy; good plea. 
ſure to deprive me of them!” And when Thou 
art pleaſed to prove me with afflictions, ma 7 
I always receive them with patience and hu- 
mility; remembering that they are ſent by an 
indulgent Father, who permits them for my 


good, and Who will aſſiſt and hs. ro me 
under them. | 


May I never indulge the leaſt repining or 
diſcontented thou ght; but fixing my atten- 
tion on thoſe divine joys which Thou haſt 
prepared for them who truly love Thee, may 
I ever be ready to reſign what I moſt love 
and value, when Thou ſhalt ſee fit to require 
it of me; and by a conſtant endeavour to 

Vox. II. 0 _ conform 
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of this world, may 1 at. length, through thy 


infinite mercy, arrive at that heavenly. king- 


dom, where Thou wilt crown our ſincere, 
though imperfect obedience, with e 
and unchangeable felicity. 


